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As we draw close to the end of another academic year, it has been pleasing to see some of the exciting activities and opportunities
that students have taken part in, either in, or out of school. | hope that this newsletter gives you a flavour of life at Langdon and that
itis a fun place to come to school.

These opportunities and activities are vitally important and we are committed to developing our students’ personal and social
development, along with achieving outstanding outcomes. This participation in extra-curricular activities and school trips plays a big
part in developing many skills that students will take beyond school.

When our students represent Langdon on school outings, they are a credit to you and to the school. This is demonstrated in an email
that | received only last week from a member of the public when our Year 10 students were on a GCSE Geography field trip to Canary
Wharf:

“This morning | travelled on the Jubilee line from West Ham where lots of students from your school were going on a school trip. Just
thought I should email to say how pleasant and well behaved they all were and how well the staff were managing them. Teaching is
a hard job and should be commended when working so hard to give the community these opportunities. Hope they enjoy their trip
wherever they were going!”

As Principal, it does make me feel proud of the young people that we serve in our community. What was also heartening in the email,
was recognition of our fantastic staff who go above and beyond, not just for trips such as this one, but also the extra hours that staff
put in to the everyday life of our school. | would like to thank them personally for the difference that they are making to our school
community.

Our expectations of students are high and we promote effort and determination every day of your child’s time at Langdon. At our
recent academy awards, | also spoke about the other qualities that our students demonstrate on a regular basis, such as resilience, in
response to adversity, selflessness and commitment. These are all values that we share. | know that the awards committee had to
make difficult decisions, as there were so many worthy candidates.

I've mentioned the students and staff, but it would be remiss of me not to also praise you as parents, carers and family members. Our
school motto, progressio cum populo (progress with the people), is a vital part of your child’s development. It is a three way
partnership, between you, the school and your child, all working together to reach the same objectives: ensuring that your child
achieves outstanding outcomes which improve their life chances and opportunities and to ensure that our young people are ready
for the outside world and can adapt to the fast changing pace within the modern workplace. We are all doing our bit to reach these
goals, whether it’s our support staff, or our teachers, our governors, trustees or you as family members.

Last week | shared an anecdote which | heard when | was recently on an interview panel. The candidate described a story of the
former United States President, John F Kennedy (JFK) and his first visit in 1962 to NASA to inspect the USA’s ongoing space programme.
The President asked a caretaker [janitor]: “What do you do here?” And the man replied “I’'m trying to put a man on the moon”; He
wasn’t an astronaut, or a scientist, but he was absolutely right, as he was playing his part within a team. That anecdote reminds me
that together we are stronger than the sum of our parts.

I do hope that you and your child are inspired by our final newsletter of the academic year and that you will encourage them to take
up the many opportunities on offer next year.

Wishing you a happy, enjoyable summer holiday.

Mr J. Brooks
Principal



Eco-Club

This year at Eco-Club we have been working with our natural environment. Over the last few years
we have planted many trees on the school site. Sadly, due to extremely hot weather and other
factors, some did not survive. However, the good news is that many are still growing really well.
We have been caring for these trees and checking on their progress regularly.

Eco-Club have also been rewilding an area of the school grounds. Rewilding is a process that turns
the land back into a more natural state. It encourages wildlife to return and flourish through all of
the wild grasses, flowers and plants. We have discovered in our wild area, now it is not being mown,
that we have many more bees, butterflies, insects and birds. Lots of these plants may be considered
‘weeds’, but to wildlife they are food and home!




Modern Foreign Languages

100 Word Challenge Winners

During the Spring Term, all Year 7 pupils took part in a 100-word memory challenge in French
and Spanish. Students were challenged to translate 100 words or phrases into English against
the clock. The results were astonishing and it was a close competition! The winners for each
language received a tasty prize. A big well done to everyone who took part and showed off their
early language acquisition skills!

French Winners

Erika (Gold), Kevin (Silver) and Mohammed (Bronze)




Spanish Winners

David (Gold), Jaden (Gold), Dennis (Gold)
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Maraam (Gold), Valentina (Silver) and Chloe (Bronze)
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History Trip - Imperial War Museum

One of the amazing things about living in London is the wonderful array of resources available
to find out more about the past. There are numerous museums exploring the content we cover
in History at both KS3 and KS4, including fascinating exhibitions covering everything from the
horrors of slavery to the advances in surgery. Our Y9s who have chosen History for GCSE had
the chance to visit one of London’s most thought-provoking museums earlier this term: the
Imperial War Museum.

Over 130 students deepened their understanding of what it was like during World War One to
live in the trenches, sometimes for weeks at a time, through the museums recreation of the
front-line. This will be invaluable when they begin studying how medical professionals tried to
tackle the wounds and diseases inflicted on soldiers in the muddy fields of northern France and
Belgium. Pupils also got to see one of the atomic bombs — deactivated of course! —they learned
how it was so central to the Cold War crisis between the Soviet Union and the USA and to find
out how the Second World War impacted emotionally on military personnel and civilians. It was
a joy for our staff to experience so much enthusiasm from our students, who were all curious
about the incredible artefacts on display and in some cases had a fabulous knowledge of so
much of what they saw thanks to their own impressive home study.






History Trip - Barking Abbey

The History and Inclusion Team took some of
our students with additional learning

needs to view the remains of what was once
England's most important building. We didn't
need to travel far as that building is here in
Barking; the Abbey, which was founded in
666AD. Barking Abbey has been attacked by
the Vikings, bargained over by the Saxons and
was evena brief home to William the
Congueror while he was building the Tower of
London. Just a short walk from the school, it
is a great place to start with a bit of
archaeology and local history with students
tracing out the remains, measuring the walls
and looking into the exciting history of
Barking.



Debate Club

" 3rd place winners |
UDL Finals

Puneet 10N2, Abeera 10L3, Amy 10N2, Ms Alimi, Sarah 9G1, Rayyan 10N1 and Jai 10N2

The Langdon Academy Debate Club is a highly successful extra-curricular club for students in
Years 7 to 10. We do this in conjunction with Debate Mate, a charity organisation whose main
aim is to tackle educational disadvantage in some of Britain’s most deprived communities. By
debating, students work with University Students to increase speaking and listening attainment
and improve a range of higher-order thinking skills and non-cognitive abilities such as
confidence, teamwork, and leadership.

In doing so, the Debate Mate programmes address the widening skills gap between education
and employment, whilst raising aspirations and helping students to make informed post-18
choices.

Currently, we have seventy Langdon Academy students, who are active members of the club.
We attend regional and national debate competitions, where our students are presented with
the opportunity to develop their oracy skills. We also attend Model UN conferences, where
students act as delegates from countries around the world and discuss global issues following
strict rules of debates and diplomacy.

In July, 2023 Langdon Academy was awarded third place at Debate Mate’s National Urban
Debate League.



Jack Petchy Speak Out Challenge

- ——— —

FLEHEY )

Langdon Academy at Model UN Conference 2023




Debate Activties




3D Design - Architecture Trip
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Trip aim: to support Three Dimensional design course and student outcomes. Building links with university and industry.
Practical outcomes and design tasks engaged student learning outside the classroom and made students aware of
opportunities within creative industries and career paths available after further education.



Year 9 - RIBA Trip

Winners of Architecture design Trip Royal Institute of British Architects.

To attend this prestigious trip, Y9 pupils entered a competition to design a building or architecture structure from real life
or their imagination. It had to be an A3 landscape drawing. It must be hand drawn not computer made.



V & A Photography and Art Trip
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Trip aim: to increase student exposure to learning outside the classroom, helping to broaden students knowledge and
understating of art, whilst supporting critical studies. This fosters high expectations, creating links to industry and real life
career paths.



Art Matters Newham Show
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Annual Art Matters Borough Show at the
University of East London.

KS3 and KS4 work showcased at borough
show.

Art, Craft and Design students take part in this
fantastic opportunity to showcase creative
talent from Langdon Academy.

Winners from a KS3 Arts competition also
given opportunity to visit the show and take
part in workshops.



