
 

 
 

LANGDON LIFE  

                   THE NEWSLETTER FOR LANGDON ACADEMY SECONDARY - OCTOBER 2023                           

 

Welcome to our first newsletter of the academic year. Autumn is already upon us and it is hard to believe that the clocks 
change over the half term break and that we are approaching November.  

It has been very busy in school with our new Year 7 students joining us and a new intake of pupils in Reception.  

Our GCSE exam results are once again very positive and the progress the students made last year is above the national 
averages. This is another indication of the school going from strength to strength.  

Many students have taken part in extra-curricular activities this half term and these activities continue to thrive. Competitive 
sporting fixtures have already taken place and we have progressed in to the next round in many competitions. Our debating 
club continues to be one of Langdon’s biggest success stories and we will aim to improve on our top ten finish in the national 
competition this year.  

These extra-curricular are an important part of school life and benefit students in many ways, not just by taking part in the 
activity itself. It builds relationships with peers of all ages, stimulates the mind, and improves health and well-being. Thank 
you to those who have encouraged your child to take up an activity, but we still want more of our young people involved in 
after school activities, so that they can benefit from the opportunities on offer.  

We have already held Information Evenings for our Year 11 students and their parents. Tutors also recently met with parents 
via SchoolCloud.  Feedback from the Information Evenings reflect how these events are so important and useful to provide 
parents with a greater understanding of what your child is studying at school.  

Students have participated in our first “Personal Development and Wellbeing Day”. This was very successful, with a range of 
workshops delivered by our own staff and outside speakers. These workshops included internet safety, consent, knife crime, 
team building, self-leadership, managing stress and mental health, as well as speeches from former students sharing their 
own journey through Langdon and the success that it has brought them. 

As I mentioned earlier, the clocks change over half term, which does mean that the days become shorter and darkness 
descends earlier in the day. Please can you continue to emphasise the following to your child(ren):  

 To go straight home after school, don’t hang around the streets;  

 Where possible, try to walk home with other students;  

 To be aware of others around you; 

 Take routes that are well lit and well populated;  

 Avoid shortcuts which involve poorly lit areas, e.g. alleyways, fields; 

 Do not have valuables visible. E.g. mobile phone, headphones, money;  

 If you feel that you are at risk and are able to, ring 999;  

 If you are concerned about your safety, where possible, come back to school;  

 If you are too far away from school, seek help. E.g. bus driver, shopkeeper etc.  

Yours sincerely 

Mr Brooks  
Principal 

 

 



 

 
 

Globe Players Theatre 

 

 

 

  

 

This September, the Years 10s and 11s enjoyed a 

performance from the Globe Players theatre 

company.  

The English department organised this enjoyable 

day and pupils were able to experience exciting 

live theatre.  

The Year 10s watched a performance of ‘Macbeth’ 

which included very gory and realistic bloody 

hands and daggers! We were very pleased to be 

able to bring Shakespeare alive for students. 

The Year 11s enjoyed the live performance of ‘An 

Inspector Calls’. The English department hope, 

whilst being enjoyable, this will give both year 

groups extra insight into these GCSE texts. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Sports Partnership 

 

The KS1 Multi-Skills (Hot Potato) event was held at Langdon Academy on the 20th of September 

2023. The schools attending were; Elmhurst, Gallions, Langdon, Nelson, St Antony’s, St Helen’s, 

St Joachim’s and West Ham CofE.  

The children were prepared, well trained and knew the rules of the game.  

The game consisted of continuous movement across the spots, while throwing and catching the 

beanbag. The Langdon Academy Year 9 Sport Leaders, were on hand to support the young teams, 

and at times managed situations admirably. 

As the competition developed, both competitors and sport leaders started to work under 

pressure in collaboration.  

Though the Hot-Potato game was targeting physical activity, it also developed leadership skills. It 

was fantastic to see to see the competitors showing sportsmanship and behaving politely to their 

opponents, which bodes well for the future.  

The final consisted of St Helen’s and St Antony’s with St Helen’s winning with very small margins.   

Overall, this simple game was very effective in encouraging the children to adapt themselves from 

being individualistic player into well-drilled hard working team, which are key essentials for their 

future progress in sport.  

 

 

 



 

 
 

Geography Field Trip 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd September 2023, 
Year 11 Geography students took part in a 
fieldwork study at the coast in Walton- on -the-
Naze, Essex. The emphasis was on deciding 
whether the costs of the sea defenses at two 
different beaches outweighed the benefits. We 
also took smear samples of the sedimentary rocks 
at the foot of the cliffs and undertook field 
sketches. 
 
The purpose of the trip was to address the 
fieldwork skills required for GCSE and also to 
present the coast as a ‘3D textbook’ to bring 
abstract concepts into reality. One hundred and 
ninety pupils attended the trip over the two days. 
 
Langdon pupils enjoyed this valuable experience 
of real Geography ‘in the field’. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

INTO University 2023/24 

 

Langdon is once again working in close partnership with the ‘IntoUniversity’ team to create inspiring 

workshops and extracurricular opportunities for our secondary students. Year 7-10 have had their first sessions 

of the new academic year and our students have been praised by the external facilitators for their hard work 

and commitment to the programme. 

IntoUniversity runs various programmes in partnership with local schools, aiming to inspire and support young 

people in realising their aspirations. Children are selected because they have shown potential at school and 

our teachers feel that they will enjoy and benefit from the scheme.  

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Working Towards Carbon Net Zero 

 

 

The Government has an ambitious target to reduce carbon consumption to net zero by 2050. Here at Langdon we have 
grasped the opportunity and are trying to lead by example and influence the behaviours of our school community. We have 
implemented electric charging bays for vehicles. There are 5 steps to tackle the problem and we have started our journey; 

Step 1: Understand your footprint 

First and foremost, you need to understand what your current carbon footprint is, based on the data already available. This 
will allow you to benchmark and measure success. 

Step 2: Create your plan 

Once you have your data, it will be easier to identify where you can have the biggest impact. There will be some stand out 
areas where you can make a change more easily and quickly; changing your energy tariff, switching to LED lighting, or moving 
your data to the cloud. 

Step 3: Implement the changes 

The key with this step is you don’t need to do everything on day one. 

Step 4: Review your impact 

Have you achieved the benefits in carbon reduction you hoped for? Have you created problems elsewhere? As you deliver 
your plan, you may identify more areas for incremental change.  

Step 5: Look to the future 

Like all good process improvements, your carbon net zero campaign should be a cycle of continuous improvement.  

 


