
 

 
 

LANGDON LIFE  

              THE NEWSLETTER FOR LANGDON ACADEMY SECONDARY - APRIL 2025                          

Welcome to our latest newsletter.  
 
Another term has flown by and we have achieved a lot in a relatively short period of time.  
 
The upcoming summer term is also very busy with a lot going on at the school with both the Year 6 SATs and the Year 11 
GCSEs both starting in May. However, some of the practical components for the exams have already started.  
 
KS3 students will also have assessments in the summer term, which will begin during the second week back after Easter.  
 
Next term begins on Tuesday 22nd April 2025 at the normal time. On the second page of this letter, you will see the term 
dates for the next academic year. The students start on Tuesday 2nd September 2025. This is also available on our website. 
Please can parents ensure that holidays are booked outside of term-time.  
 
Attendance is a vital ingredient to a student’s success and there is a strong correlation at Langdon and nationally between 
strong academic results and good school attendance. Our own data shows that of those students that achieve a Grade 9-5 
in English and Maths, 98% have an attendance at, or above 95%.  
 
Below gives an example of the amount of time potentially lost over an academic year. This is even worse if absence is poor 
over a number of years. 
 

Attendance % Absence Rate Over an Academic Year 

90% ½ day per week 19 days lost Almost 4 weeks 

80% 1 day per week 38 days lost Almost 8 weeks, or half a term 

70% 1 ½ days per week 57 days lost Over 11 weeks  

60% 2 days per week 76 days lost Over 15 weeks, or 1 whole term 

 
During the spring term the Department for Education (DfE) released the final performance measures for last year’s Year 11 
students. Langdon Academy's final Progress 8 score was +0.54. This means that our students’ grades were more than half a 
grade higher than students of the same ability nationally. This is defined as 'Well above average' by the DfE, which is the 
highest category for schools in England.  
 
This is a fantastic achievement and we hope that our Year 6 and Year 11 students can emulate the successes of last year 
and we wish them the best of luck in the coming months. 
 
Once again, thank you for your continued support and partnership and for those of you that are celebrating Easter, I wish 
you a Happy Easter. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
Mr J. Brooks 
Principal 

 

 



 

 
 

Personal Development and 

Wellbeing Day 

The Langdon community came together on Thursday, 13th March for the fourth edition of 
our Personal Wellbeing and Development Day focussed around the theme of ‘The Power of 
Choice – Choose Independence’. The aim of the day was to empower our students to be 
informed, active and responsible as a local, national and global citizen.    
 

 

Our Year 7 students took part in a workshop from ‘Newham Prevent’ that challenged them 
to reflect on extremism and fake news, understanding the importance of identifying and 
critically evaluating news sources and their links to extremism.  
 
Our Year 8 students explored the theme of employability and enterprise, examined how 
personal strengths, skills and attributes can be valuable in employment, and explored the 
benefits of diversity in the workplace. They also attended a workshop from ‘Mind of a 
Student’ through which they explored a range of strategies to deal with school and work 
related stress. 
 

 



 

 
  

Our Year 9 students attended a series of workshops, which included ‘Talk Consent’ and 
‘Mind of a Student’. The ‘Talk Consent’ workshop addressed positive relationships, consent 
and important ways students can manage conflict in relationships.  
 

 

Our Year 10 students took part in our annual ‘Boss Day’ – see more information (within this 
newsletter) from the Careers Team. 
Our Year 11 students took part in Careers workshops and Sixth Form interviews in order to 
prepare themselves for the next stage of their education. 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Reading in our Daily Lives… 
Langdon’s World Book Day celebrations were as joyful as ever this year. Our theme was ‘I 
read when…’, and staff and students alike were encouraged to think about how we can build 
regular reading into our daily routines.  
 
Mr Pulman-Slater and some outstanding student volunteers led an assembly on this theme, 
sharing stories of how they read on the bus or train, before bed or after school, inspiring 
other students to swap screen time for the infinite power of words. This sparked countless 
conversations, with books being recommended and many people pledging to dedicate more 
time to daily reading.  
 
Staff strutted the corridors in an array of fabulous literary-themed costumes, and students 
were able to meet Titania the Fairy Queen, Pinocchio, Rapunzel, the Cat in the Hat and most 
of the Harry Potter cast prowling around!  
 
Several students in Key Stage 3 were also lucky to attend a talk and writing workshop with 
internationally bestselling author Andy Mulligan, whose gripping novel Trash our Year 8 
students are currently reading – this was a unique and fascinating opportunity for our 
students to hear directly from an author about their inspirations and writing process, and 
Andy was kind enough to spend lots of time answering their eager questions. The students, 
as always, showed fantastic curiosity and made the most of this special event.  
 
Our celebration of reading culminated in a book-themed party and picnic, which saw the 
library transformed into a delectable banquet and series of games stations. Students 
enjoyed games of archery, chess, fishing and hoopla, all between the bookshelves!  
 

 



 

 
  

The Langdon community always demonstrates an extraordinary enthusiasm towards World 
Book Day, and we are reminded how books and reading are ingrained in the lives of our 
community of passionate, lifelong learners. The spirit of the day should extend beyond 
March, so we invite all students, teachers, parents and carers to consider how they will finish 
the sentence: 

“I read when…” 

 

 

Developing Our Library 

The English department are very excited to announce the arrival of Mr Knowles, the new 
school librarian, who will manage the Learning Resource Centre (LRC) and support staff in 
delivering an excellent service to our young people. Mr Knowles is already full of ideas for 
making the library an even more welcoming and focused reading and study space, and he 
welcomes comments and suggestions from everyone about how to achieve this.  
 

 



 

 
 

BOSS Day – Year 10 
Year 10 students recently took part in BOSS Day, led by Inspire. This event helped students 
to develop essential employability skills through a series of engaging activities. 
 
The day began with a performance by professional actors demonstrating the key differences 
between a weak job interview and a strong interview. This interactive session gave students 
practical insights into how to present themselves confidently and make a great first 
impression. 
 
Next, form classes were visited by industry professionals from organisations such as the BBC, 
who shared their careers journeys and explained the different pathways into their fields. 
 
To wrap up the day, students took on an exciting team challenge: a tower-building activity! 
This task encouraged teamwork, problem-solving and creativity, all essential skills for the 
future. 
 

 



 

 
 

World Justice Day 
We marked World Justice Day this term, and with this in mind we wanted to take a moment to 
reflect on the significance of this day and the importance of social action in our world today. 
World Justice Day is not only a time to recognise the need for justice in our communities but 
also a reminder of our shared responsibility to contribute positively to the society in which we 
live. 
 
This term, we had the privilege of leading assemblies for our students on the theme of social 
action. In each session, we discussed what it means to take action for social justice; whether 
that is standing up against inequality, helping those in need, or challenging unfair systems that 
marginalise people. Social action is not just about grand gestures; it is about making a 
difference in small, meaningful ways every day. 
 
We spoke to the students about the power of individual action, emphasising that while one 
voice may seem small, but when joined with others, it becomes a powerful force for change. 
It’s about using our voices, talents, and resources to support causes that matter, and most 
importantly, it's about showing empathy and understanding towards others. 
 
In our school, we pride ourselves on nurturing not only academic success but also the 
development of our students as compassionate, socially responsible citizens. This 
term's assemblies were an opportunity to remind everyone that justice isn’t just a concept; it’s 
something we must actively work towards in our everyday lives. 
 
We encourage all of us; students, staff, and the wider school community to continue to engage 
with social justice issues, both locally and globally. Whether it’s through volunteering, raising 
awareness, or simply being an advocate for fairness, each of us can contribute to creating a 
more just and equitable world. 
 
Let’s keep the momentum going. Our actions, however small, have the power to make a 
significant impact. Together, we can make justice not just a distant ideal, but a living, breathing 
reality in our school and beyond. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing commitment to social action and for helping to foster a community 
where justice is at the heart of everything we do. 
 

 



 

 
 

Drama Trip 
On the 18th March the Year 10 GCSE Drama class went to visit Shakespeare's Globe on the 
Southbank to watch Macbeth. As part of the GCSE specification, all students should get an 
opportunity to watch live theatre. As year 10 students are studying Macbeth for GCSE 
English, the performance was much fitting.  
 
The sun was shining and the students immensely enjoyed the show.  
 

 

 



 

 
 

Safer Internet Day 
This year we recognised Safer Internet Day (11th February 2025) with a number of educative 
and informative activities for students and parents. 
 
Every year group had a dedicated special assembly to go through some key facts of staying 
safe whilst online, alongside thought provoking case studies on online safety. This year the 
UK Safer Internet Centre’s theme was online scams. Students learnt about some of the 
different types of online scams and how to stay safe, especially where/who to report it. 
 
This followed by a poster design competition during form time and quiz in Computer Science 
for further development of understanding online safety. 
 
Overall, it was a successful week in learning and knowing how to safe online. Well done 
Langdon!  
 

 



 

 
 

Langdon Orchestra 
Following the success of the Winter Concert last term, our school orchestra has since 
welcomed a few new members to the club, growing our ensemble to almost 30 members! 
 
With the next performance event in mind, our talented orchestra has been busy learning 
new pieces and rehearsing diligently this term. Led by our passionate music teacher – Mr 
Lloyd, the orchestra meets weekly for intense rehearsals, with students from years 7 to 10 
creating something magical every rehearsal. Each rehearsal is filled with energy, 
enthusiasm, and a shared sense of purpose, as the musicians come together to perfect every 
note. Whether it’s the sweeping sound of the strings, the powerful blast of the wind and 
brass section, or the groovy rhythm section, each member contributes to the overall 
performance with passion and precision. 
 
Let’s continue to support our orchestra as they prepare to shine on stage again later this 
year with a diverse and exciting programme! Their commitment to excellence is a true 
testament to the value of teamwork, discipline, and the love of music. If you see any of our 
orchestra members around school, be sure to congratulate them on their dedication and 
wish them luck as they continue to rehearse. Their hard work will undoubtedly pay off when 
the curtains rise for their next performance!  

 
“Each of us a single note, together we create a masterpiece.” 

 

 



 

 
 

Count On Us 
Ten enthusiastic students from Langdon Academy recently displayed their mathematical 
prowess at the "Count on Us" Maths Challenge practice event held at the London Academy 
of Excellence, Tottenham. This event, part of a larger initiative organised by the Jack Petchey 
Foundation and the Maths Zone, aims to enhance students' confidence and fluency in 
mathematics through engaging activities and friendly competition. 
 
The Count on Us Maths Secondary Challenge is a unique inter-school programme designed 
for Year 7, 8, and 9 students across London. It provides an opportunity for young 
mathematicians to sharpen their skills in mental arithmetic and problem-solving, while also 
fostering a deeper appreciation for the subject. The initiative comprises a series of games 
meticulously crafted in collaboration with education consultants, The Maths Zone. From 
probability-based Hedgehog to geometry-focused GridLines, these games cater to a range 
of mathematical interests. 
 
Participation in the Count on Us Challenge offers numerous benefits for students. Since its 
inception in 2014, over 30,000 students have taken part, with an overwhelming 92% 
reporting improvements in problem-solving skills and motivation in mathematics. Teachers 
have also observed positive changes, including increased confidence, resilience, teamwork, 
and a more favourable attitude towards maths among participants. 
 

 



 

 
 

 

Langdon Academy is proud to announce its representation at the upcoming round of the 
Count on Us Maths Challenge competition in April. Five students from Year 9 will once again 
demonstrate their mathematical prowess on a larger stage, competing against peers from 
schools across London. 
 
Both Teams of Langdon Academy came amongst the top 15 out of the 57 Teams taking part.  
 
The success of Langdon Academy's participants at the Count on Us practice event serves as 
a testament to their dedication in mathematics. As they gear up for the next round of 
competition, we wish them the best of luck in representing our school and showcasing their 
mathematical brilliance on a broader stage. 
 
Well done to all the participants.  
 

 
 



 

 
 

Eco Club 

It has been a busy year so far for Eco-Club. We have welcomed many enthusiastic new 
members who have been full of good ideas and hard work.  
 
We started the term by delivering new recycling bins to our Primary school. Recycling is an 
important message all the students want to keep sharing with the school and community. 
We regularly deliver new recycling bins to classrooms to ensure that teachers and students 
can keep recycling paper, cardboard, plastic bottles and tin cans.  
 
Our biggest achievement this term was planting 2,100 trees! We worked with SUGI, an 
environmental organisation, to plant a ‘pocket forest’ in the grounds of Langdon Academy. 
Lots of students and staff joined in with this mammoth effort. This is a Japanese method of 
tree planting called Miyawaki, which plants trees in a dense formation in a small area. By 
preparing the soil and planting native trees we should have a thriving ‘pocket forest’ in a 
couple of years’ time. Excitingly, SUGI are coming back after Easter to plant another forest 
with our Primary students. 
 

 



 

 
  

Finally, on our PDW day, the Eco- Club students spent time with the Mr Davegun building 
insect houses to encourage bio-diversity in our grounds. They really enjoyed making these 
and it improved their ability to use saws, hammers and other tools. The finished products 
will be placed around the grounds in quiet areas for the insects to take up residence in. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Science Workshop 
KS3 pupils actively participated in Physics workshops led by Queen Mary University and 
found the experience both insightful and enjoyable. They participated in discussions 
exploring what physics is, its real-world applications, and how it is studied, which helped 
them see the subject from a broader perspective.  
 
Through interactive activities, they connected key scientific concepts to their daily lives and 
the latest research, making physics feel more relevant and exciting. The opportunity to 
tackle an open-ended problem without a set solution challenged their critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills, encouraging collaboration and creativity. Additionally, learning about 
careers in physics inspired many students to consider future possibilities in the field. 
  
Overall, they found the workshops stimulating and beneficial, as they gained both scientific 
knowledge and valuable skills. 
 
 

 



 

 
 

World Wildlife Day 
In the first week of March, students came together in the Science department to organise 
an assembly on the World Wildlife Day which is observed every year on the 3rd of March.  
 
Our aim was to celebrate the incredible diversity of life on our amazing planet. We wanted 
to raise the awareness of our biodiversity and its importance and encourage everyone in 
our Langdon community to play their part in order to help nature. It could be from recycling, 
planting a tree, having a bird feeder outside in their garden to even spreading the knowledge 
about endangered species and the extinction. Within the assembly, we gave examples of 
different ecosystems around us and showed the incredible biodiversity in and around 
London as well as across Britain including the Royal parks such as Richmond Park and Hyde 
Park.   
 
All the living organisms from a little ladybird to the huge red deer or the sly fox and from 
the tiny green phytoplankton to the massive oak tree all play a significant role in sustaining 
a healthy environment by maintaining a balance in the ecosystem. You don’t have to go far 
and wide to find wildlife, rather it is surrounding us in the form of green plants, insects, 
micro-organisms, birds, reptiles and mammals in their own natural habitats.  
 
We as humans need to recognise this and prevent the destruction of their natural habitats. 
We also invited Langdon Eco Club to promote activities we can do together in our own 
school to help nature. We ended the week by planting trees as organised by the Eco club. 
Every small action counts and remember, nature needs us just as much as we need nature! 
 
Michelle (9L4) and Kurth (9L2) 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Careers Fair with Bow Arts 
The Art Department hosted a Creative Careers Fair in collaboration with Bow Arts. 
 
This brought together local creative businesses: architects, professional photographers, fashion 
designers, print-makers and carpenters alongside representation from colleges and 
universities. 
 
The evening was well attended by parents and students from Year 7 to 11. 
  
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Art Workshop 
The Art Department took over PDW Day with clay workshops for the whole of Year 8 and 9 in 
addition classroom-based activities for KS3. This included an origami challenge for Year 7. All 
work will be exhibited at the Art Matters Borough show in the summer term. 
  
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

KS3 Art Exhibition 
Art, Craft and Design held a KS3 exhibition. This was an opportunity for parents of Years 7, 8 
and 9 to celebrate their child’s work and gain an insight into the work completed in school. 
  
 

 

 



 

 
 

Year 9 at V&A Museum 
60 Year 9 students were rewarded for their effort and achievement in Art with a trip to the V&A 
museum.  

 

They had the chance to explore objects, paintings, and sculptures from South Asia and the 
Middle East. They also explored the Fashion and Textiles galleries.  
 
Students were complimented on their attentive listening to the talk in the tapestry gallery and 
were able to ask questions and make reference to Michelangelo as they have studied his 
drawings as part of their Year 9 timeline of the figure through art history.  
  
 

 



 

 
 

Ravensbourne University 
A lecturer from Ravensbourne University visited Langdon to deliver a talk to Year 9 students. 
His talk included his career as a professional photographer working with brands such as Apple 
and Burger King on advertising campaigns. Students then experienced a workshop exhibiting 
their photography as part of the Art Matters Borough Show in the summer term. 
  
 

 



 

 
 

Children’s Mental Health Week 
 Celebrating Children’s Mental Health Week  
 
In January, Langdon Academy marked Children’s Mental Health Week with a series of activities 
and events designed to raise awareness and support for our students' mental well-being. 
Throughout the week, all students participated in special assemblies aimed at increasing their 
understanding of mental health and its connection to physical and social health. 
 
During these assemblies, we reminded students that mental health is a normal part of life, and 
it's important to recognise that everyone experiences a range of emotions. By normalising 
conversations around mental health, we hope to create an environment where students feel 
comfortable discussing their feelings and seeking help when needed. 
 
Students were also reminded of the various support systems available to them within the 
school. These include the school counselling service, the well-being and safeguarding team, and 
trusted adults they can turn to if they ever need someone to talk to. Encouraging open 
communication, we emphasised that they should reach out not only for themselves but also if 
they are concerned about a friend or classmate. 
 
The assemblies provided practical advice on how to maintain good mental health and the 
importance of looking out for one another. At Langdon Academy, we are committed to 
supporting the mental well-being of our students, and we encourage ongoing conversations 
around this important topic. 
 
Let’s continue to work together to promote mental health awareness and create a safe, 
supportive community for all our students. 
 

 



 

 
 

Langdon Cricket 
The Langdon Academy Under-13 and Under-15 cricket teams have enjoyed a remarkably 
successful month. Both teams triumphed in the Newham Tournaments, comfortably knocking 
out Brampton Manor, St Bonaventure’s and Little Ilford to advance to the Essex Finals. The 
Under-13 team secured their spot in the County Final by defeating Bancroft’s School and Oaks 
Park, while the Under-15 team overcame Ilford Grammar School for Boys to qualify for their 
own County Final, set to take place at Essex County’s home ground in Chelmsford. 
  
The Under-15 finals against Ilford Grammar School were played as a best-of-three series. After 
a tightly contested first match, the Langdon Academy Under-15 team displayed sheer 
dominance, excelling with impressive bowling and rapid-fire run-scoring. The final match 
showcased exceptional talent, unwavering determination, and admirable team spirit from both 
sides. 
  
 

 



 

 
 
 

Led by Captain Nutesh and Vice-Captain Muhammad Faizaan, the Under-15 team 
demonstrated outstanding skill and strategy as they squared off against Ilford County. A 
standout moment of the match was Muhammad Ali’s tireless running between the wickets, 
which energised the team and thrilled the spectators.  
  
The team’s triumph owes much to the guidance of coaches Mr. Ahmad and Mr. Mullan. 
Reflecting on the victory, Mr. Mullan remarked, "This win is a testament to the players' 
perseverance and passion for the game." 
  
This achievement represents a significant milestone for Langdon Academy and serves as an 
inspiration to young athletes across the community. As celebrations unfold, the team is already 
looking ahead to future tournaments, eager to build on their remarkable success. 
  
 

  
 


