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Dear Parent/Carer,
The first half term is ending and it has been an extremely busy period.

Our new Year 7 students have joined the school, along with the pupils in Reception and | am pleased that both
year groups have settled in well.

Our GCSE exam results were once again very positive and an improvement on last year. The data that has
recently been released puts our school in the top 20% of all schools in England for most of the key indicators.
The message is the same for our primary phase with the outstanding KS2 SATSs results being over 20% above
the national average. This is further evidence of the school going from strength to strength.

Extra-curricular activities have continued within school and the number of students participating continues to rise.
It is our aim that everyone takes part in at least one extra-curricular activity during the academic year. These
activities are an important part of school life and benefit students in many ways, directly and indirectly, including
building positive relationships, stimulating the mind, improving health and well-being. Please encourage your child
to take up an activity, as this will be of great benefit to them.

In the newsletter you will see many achievements by our students this half term, but | would like to highlight the
fantastic achievements of our Art, Craft, Design and Eco Club students and staff. Their work was recently
displayed on the banks of the River Thames as part of the ‘River of Hope’ project to raise awareness on
environmental issues. Since then, one of the student’s artwork has been chosen to be displayed at the upcoming
COP 30 event in Brazil. This is a wonderful achievement for all involved, and in particular the student whose work
will be displayed at the event taking place in a city in the heart of the Amazon region in Brazil, attended by world
leaders.

The clocks change this weekend and when students return after half term, daylight hours become shorter and
darkness descends earlier in the day.

Please can you emphasise the following to your child(ren):
e To go straight home after school, do not hang around the school or the streets;
Where possible, try to walk home with other students;
To be aware of others around you;
Take routes that are well lit and well populated;
Avoid shortcuts which involve poorly lit areas, e.g. alleyways, fields;
Do not have valuables visible. e.g. mobile phone, headphones, money;
If you feel that you are at risk and are able to, ring 999;
If you are concerned about your safety, where possible, come back to school;
If you are too far away from school, seek help. e.g. bus driver, shopkeeper etc.

Finally, it is with great sadness to inform you that Samantha St Louis our parent governor passed away recently.
Samantha had been a parent governor since 2019 and she gave fantastic support to Langdon, championing all
of the school’s great achievements at meetings and also to parents outside of school. She will be sorely missed
by all of us. | am sure like me, you will have Samantha and her family in your thoughts and prayers.

Yours faithfully,

Mr J. Brooks
Principal



KS4 English Performance

We were thrilled to welcome The Globe Company to Langdon on the 10th and 11th of
September for two outstanding GCSE performances: Macbeth for Year 10 and An
Inspector Calls for Year 11.

Both productions brought the set texts to life brilliantly, helping our students deepen
their understanding of key themes and characters. It was wonderful to see how
engaged our students were - many asked the actors thoughtful and powerful questions
about the performances, showing real curiosity and insight.

A fantastic start to the academic year!
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Geography Field Trip

Last month, our Year 11 GCSE Geography students embarked on an exciting and
enriching field trip to Canary Wharf, one of London’s most dynamic urban
environments. The visit was designed to support their studies on urban regeneration,
land use, and the socio-economic impacts of development.

From the moment they arrived, students were immersed in the bustling atmosphere of
the financial district. Armed with questionnaires they took to the streets to engage with
members of the public—an experience that not only enhanced their data collection
skills but also boosted their confidence in real-world communication.

Speaking to a diverse range of people, students gathered valuable insights into
perceptions of urban change and the impact of regeneration on local communities.
Many commented on how eye-opening it was to hear directly from individuals who live
and work in the area.

The trip also included guided observations of land use patterns, architectural styles,
and transport infrastructure, helping students connect classroom theory with tangible
examples. It was a fantastic opportunity to see geography in action and to appreciate
the complexity of urban planning.

We’re incredibly proud of how our students conducted themselves - showing maturity,
curiosity, and teamwork throughout the day. Experiences like these not only deepen
their understanding of the subject but also prepare them for the challenges of fieldwork
in their upcoming exams.




Safety, Responsibility and Respect

In the second week of term, Mr King delivered an engaging and interactive assembly
to Year 8 students on the theme of safety, a core value at Langdon Academy. The
session focused on how the school works to keep every child safe, the steps students
can take to protect themselves and others, and the shared responsibility we all have
in maintaining a safe and respectful school community.

Students were reminded that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility, whether
concerns relate to themselves or to others. Mr King reinforced the importance of
speaking up, even if the person affected is not a friend, and highlighted the many
trusted adults and systems in place to ensure that every student feels supported and
protected.

The assembly also revisited Langdon Academy’s zero tolerance stance on all forms
of abuse, discrimination, and poor behaviour, both inside and outside of school,
including online conduct. Mr King discussed how students’ actions in the community
and online can have real consequences, and how representing Langdon with pride
means showing respect wherever they go.

A key part of the session explored current dangers in the community and common
online scams that target young people, such as catfishing and credit card fraud.
Students were reminded to think critically and to be cautious — if something online
seems too good to be true, it probably is.

The assembly closed with a clear message: Langdon Academy is a safe school, and
keeping it that way requires everyone to play their part, through kindness, awareness,
and responsibility.




Peace One Day

As we reflect on recent events, | am compelled to share our school's engagement with
Peace One Day, a global initiative that has been transforming perspectives since
1999.

Peace One Day represents more than just a calendar date of 21 September. It is a
powerful movement that has consistently demonstrated the potential for collective
action towards global harmony. Each year, this day becomes a profound moment of
global conversation, where the concept of peace transcends geographical and cultural
boundaries.

The significance of Peace One Day lies not just in its aspiration, but in its tangible
impact. Research has shown that this day creates a measurable reduction in violence,
while simultaneously inspiring acts of kindness, reconciliation, and community
development worldwide. It stands as a testament to humanity's capacity for
understanding and compassion.

Within our school, we marked this important day through an inspiring assembly led by
Ms Sesay, who helped our students understand the deeper meaning of global peace.
Our students were encouraged to reflect on how individual actions can contribute to a
more peaceful world.

As an educational community, we believe in nurturing not just academic excellence,
but also social consciousness and global citizenship. Peace One Day provides us with
an opportunity to reinforce these critical values, reminding our students that they have
the power to make a meaningful difference.

The journey of Peace One Day over the past 25 years demonstrates that change is
possible when we collectively commit to understanding, respect, and empathy.




Protected Characteristics

We are writing to tell you about our most recent assembly, Understanding Protected
Characteristics.

This assembly focused on the nine protected characteristics and forms part of our
broader RSHE (Relationships, Sex and Health Education) curriculum, which helps
students develop into respectful, kind adults who understand the importance of
equality and treating others with dignity.

What are Protected Characteristics?

Protected characteristics are specific aspects of a person's identity that are protected
by law under the Equality Act 2010. These include: age, sex, race, disability, religion
or belief, marriage and civil partnership, gender reassignment, pregnancy and
maternity, and sexual orientation.

Why this matters for our students

These characteristics are important because they help us understand and respect
the diversity in our school and wider society. By learning about them, we can
create a more inclusive environment where everyone feels valued and
respected.

In our assembly, students learned:

. What each protected characteristic means — helping them understand the
diversity within our school community.

. Why respect and equality matter — building a culture where everyone feels
valued and safe.

. Their responsibilities — understanding that discrimination, harassment and
bullying related to protected characteristics are never acceptable.

. How to be an ally — supporting classmates and challenging prejudice when they
see it.




Upcoming Assemblies

We will be sharing our full assembly schedule for the term shortly, which will cover a
range of important topics including online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and
celebrating diversity.

How You Can Support at Home

. Talk to your child about what they learned in the assembly.

. Model respectful behaviour towards people from all backgrounds.
. Challenge stereotypes when you encounter them in everyday life.
« Celebrate differences within your family and community.

If you have any questions about our assembly programme or would like to discuss the
content covered, please do not hesitate to contact your child's form tutor or pastoral
team.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us create an inclusive, respectful
school community where every student can thrive.
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Speak Out Challenge

Over the past two weeks, sixty of our Year 10 students have taken part in the inspiring
Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge, a national public speaking programme aimed at
empowering young voices. During two engaging workshops, students participated in
a wide variety of fun, interactive games and activities designed to build confidence,
improve communication skills, and develop their ability to speak with clarity and
passion. The atmosphere was buzzing with energy and encouragement as students
explored techniques to overcome nerves, structure compelling speeches, and deliver
with impact.

The workshops concluded with each student presenting a speech on a topic of their
choice, showcasing their individuality and passion. Both professional trainers who led
the sessions were highly impressed, commenting on how confident, articulate, and
powerful all the speeches were. Following these impressive performances, a group of
six standout students have now been selected to present their speeches again in front
of a school assembly. From this talented group, one finalist will be chosen to represent
Langdon Academy at the regional stage of the Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge —
a fantastic honour and an exciting opportunity to showcase the voices of our school
on a wider stage.




Personal Development and
Wellbeing Day

Our first Personal Development and Wellbeing Day of the academic year took place
on Monday, 6th October 2025 and provided pupils with the opportunity to develop the
fundamental habits that allow them to be successful, resilient young people in an ever-
changing world. Key themes explored include safety, respect, independence, self-
reflection and teamwork.

We were delighted to welcome the Bertha Earth organisation to our school this term
to lead inspiring workshops with Year 7.

The sessions encouraged students to think deeply about their connection to nature
and the importance of protecting our planet. Through interactive activities and
thoughtful discussions, pupils engaged in storytelling and explored environmental
iIssues such as sustainability, and the power of individual action in making a positive
difference. More information regarding this program can be found here:
https://berthaearth.com/schools/



https://berthaearth.com/schools/

Year 8 students took part in an engaging Al workshop, exploring how artificial
intelligence is changing our world. The session encouraged thoughtful debate and
awareness about using Al responsibly. Some students pointed out that they were
worried about the impact of Al: “Al is destroying our world. Our brains could stop
functioning if we use Al not for support, but for everything.”

“Despite the positive effects of Al, Al makes our brains work less and people
may think this makes life “easier”, but the human brain is designed to think
independently, and it is meant to problem solve. However, Al is giving us a
“cheat code”. Some also worried that “in the next ten to fifteen years Al will take
over society: our jobs, our lifestyle. With just a few codes, Al could change the
whole world.”

Mr. Shah delivered a series of engaging and informative road safety workshops for
Year 8 and Year 9. Students took part in an interactive quiz to test their knowledge of
road safety rules, followed by discussion activities that encouraged them to think
about real-life scenarios and how to make sensible decisions on the road. Students
found the workshop both informative and enjoyable, leaving the session with increased
confidence and a stronger awareness of how to travel safely within their community.



Who has power/authority over
you?
Parents/Carers
Social media
Teachers/Schools
Other adults

Peer group/Friends
Government

Year 9 students also attended an external workshop on staying safe on public
transport, building on our original theme of safety in the local community, before
exploring the value of building positive relationships with their peers.

Year 10 students engaged in an important workshop on gangs, managing risks and
staying safe. Here they explored the dangers of gang involvement, the impact of risky
decisions, and strategies for making safe choices in challenging situations. Students
discussed real-life scenarios, learning how to identify risky situations, resist negative
peer pressure, and seek support when needed. The workshop encouraged thoughtful
reflection and emphasized the importance of staying safe and making positive
decisions for the future.

Year 11 students took part in workshops focused on navigating work, study, and
career pathways, where they developed essential skills for future success — including
confidence, teamwork, communication, and the ability to make a strong impression in
sixth form interviews.

Students discussed their GCSE subjects and extra-curricular activities, linking them to
future goals. One student expressed their ambition to study A level English, History,
and Art, with the goal of pursuing a degree in English and ultimately becoming an
author — inspired by the creativity the subject encourages.



Another student shared their interest in studying economics, inspired by their GCSE
Business Studies course at Langdon Academy. When asked, “How do you set up a
successful business?”, they reflected, “It’s all about planning — choosing the right
location, taking risks, and always having a backup plan. Businesses are built on
risks before rewards, but success comes from having stability and making
smart decisions.”

When asked what advice they’d give their younger self, one Year 11 student shared
“I'd tell myself to think more about what | want to do in the future and my career
goals.” They explained that having clearer goals early on helps with choosing the right
subjects, building useful skills, and staying motivated throughout school.

In regards to Careers, Year 10 and Year 11 were provided with time to continue their
exploration of our careers software platform Xello. Xello aims to empower students to
complete interactive career, personality, and learning style assessments to help them
better understand their unique interests, skills, and strengths. Each engaging
assessment encourages reflection, helping students connect who they are with
relevant career options. They finished off another engaging PDW Day by taking part
in a range of indoor athletics events, the ‘Winter Olympics’, as organised by our PE
Department.

Thank you for your continued support in ensuring our students become well-rounded
citizens, actively contributing to the community.




Bertha Earth

This term saw the launch of Bertha Earth in our school for the very first time. A group
of facilitators from the charity came to deliver workshops about storytelling and the
environment and engage the students in the project.

We had loads of interest in the programme and competition for the 30 places was
fierce! We have chosen all participants for this year's cohort, and we are all excited for
what the project will bring!




Eco-Club

We have welcomed new faces as well as lots of familiar ones into Eco-Club this term.
We have set about creating our new display board and have enjoyed being creative
to make sure our display looks really eye-catching. Watch this space!

Last academic year we worked with SUGI, an environmental organisation, to plant
over 3000 trees in two mini-forests on our school site. Sadly, due to the extremely hot
weather over the summer, one of the mini-forests suffered and many trees did not
survive. However, 20 students from the club enjoyed a morning replanting 300 trees
with Adrian from SUGI to replace and nurture this forest. The weather is cooler, and
hopefully wetter, now in the autumn and we hope these trees take root over the winter
and flourish in the spring. Adrian also showed the tree planters the types of soil and
mulch in place to help the trees grow well.




Spooky Stories

This October, students took part in the Spooky Stories writing competition, where they
were challenged to write a short scary story inspired by the famous opening line of
Daphne du Maurier’'s Rebecca: “Last night | dreamt | went to Manderley again.”

Students from all year groups got involved, creating original tales filled with mystery,
suspense, and surprising twists. There was a great buzz around the school as
students shared ideas and worked hard to make their stories stand out.

The library got into the Halloween spirit with spooky decorations, including a giant
inflatable Halloween tree, complete with glowing ghosts and pumpkins. The English
department added to the atmosphere with cobwebs and ambient sound effects that
set the scene perfectly.

Teachers are currently reading through all the entries, and the winners will be
announced just before Halloween. Those selected will be invited to a special Spooky
Stories Pizza Party to celebrate their efforts.

A big well done to everyone who entered — we’re looking forward to seeing what you
come up with next!




Year 10 Work Experience

Towards the end of the summer term 2025, our Year 10 students (now Year 11) went
on work experience. Students had an incredible opportunity to take part in work
experience, developing valuable work and organisational skills across a range of
industries including education, healthcare, and the food sector.

Students completed their evaluations and these are some of the highlights:

“My work experience as a primary teaching assistant was a rewarding and enjoyable
opportunity. | supported teachers in the classroom, helped students with their work,
and assisted with daily activities. It was a fun and valuable experience that helped me
develop skills in communication, teamwork, and patience, while giving me insight into
what it’s like to work in education.” Ashwini

“For my work experience, | worked at Specsavers, where | was exposed to a variety
of tasks. This allowed me to develop skills ranging from communication to problem-
solving. | received support and guidance to help me complete my tasks successfully.
Overall, | really enjoyed my time at Specsavers and I'm grateful for the opportunity.”
Jesna

‘I completed my work experience at Kaizen Primary School. My experience was
amazing—I was supported by staff and treated like a real colleague. | learned about
the different responsibilities | needed to manage, while developing skills such as
teamwork, communication, and problem-solving. Overall, | loved my time at the
school, as it gave me a clearer idea of what | want to do in the future.” Hafsah

We are proud of all our students for embracing this opportunity as they gained practical
skills, and experienced first-hand what it’s like to work in a professional environment.




NSPCC - Kindness Challenge

The second week of October’'s assembly theme focused on one of the simplest yet
most powerful values we can live by: kindness. Students explored how small acts of
kindness, whether it's offering help to a classmate, showing gratitude, or including
someone who feels left out, can have a ripple effect that reaches far beyond a single
moment.

Through real life examples and reflection, students were encouraged to consider how
kindness shapes our school culture, strengthens relationships, and helps everyone
feel valued and respected. The assembly reminded us that kindness doesn’t require
grand gestures, it's the everyday choices we make that truly define our character.

As we move through the term, tutors and students will continue this conversation in
form time, thinking about how we can each contribute to making Langdon Academy a
community where kindness is not only encouraged but expected.

In support of

NSPOC
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IntoUniversity

In partnership with IntoUniversity, a
group of Year 11 students learnt
about a range of post-16 pathways
including T Levels, Apprenticeships
and BTECs.

IntoUniversity ﬁ»

“l learnt that T Levels are equivalent
to 3 A Levels and that they were
introduced in 2020. The immersive
tasks with the IntoUniversity leaders,
helped to keep me engaged and
reshape our mindsets to new levels.
| plan to research new programmes
which will help with my employment.”

“l learnt about the difference
between A Levels, T Levels,
BTECs and Apprenticeships.”

“The session opened my mind
about the different pathways
and has encouraged me to
think about and consider the
different options.”

‘It has helped me change my
thought process.”




“‘What | found useful was that every pathway had either a choice of university or a
work placement.”

“I might consider an apprenticeship because | like how I'm still learning, but working
with a salary.”

“The workshop was interactive and also very informative.”
“Great session, would like to do more.”
For more information on T Levels, Apprenticeships and BTECs:

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16



https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16

National Hate Crime Awareness
Week

As we approach the end of October, we am pleased to share some significant
moments from our school community that highlight our commitment to understanding,
respect, and social awareness.

We observed National Hate Crime Awareness Week (11th to 18th October 2025), an
important period for reflection and education. During this time, Mr Uddin delivered an
assembly that provided clear insights into hate crime, drawing on evidence from the
Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) to help our Students understand the precise
definition and implications of such actions.

Throughout the week, our focus remained on reinforcing our core British Values and
understanding Protected Characteristics. This approach ensures our students develop
a nuanced understanding of diversity, respect, and inclusion.

I'm particularly proud of how our students engaged with this critical topic across
different year groups. Year 10 students critically examined a CPS article about hate
crime during their Ethics lesson, demonstrating mature and thoughtful discussion.
Year 11 students explored hate crime as part of their unit 4 Ethics curriculum, further
embedding these crucial learning objectives.

We also celebrated some wonderful performative moments that brought our
community together. Three talented Year 9 students showcased remarkable
performances that resonated across all year groups. Adelina performed a beautiful
rendition of '‘Once upon a December’, while Promi and Senuji delivered a powerful
interpretation of 'Unstoppable’.

In the spirit of challenging discrimination, our Key Stage 3 Students participated in the
‘Kick It Out’ football competition, which aims to tackle racism and discrimination in
sports and beyond.

These activities underscore our commitment to creating a supportive, inclusive
learning environment where every student feels valued and respected.

W’N’P HATE UK

STOP HATE. START HERE




I OUT

TACKLING RACISME:' DISCRIMINATION

I’m supporting National Hate Crime
Awareness Week because:

No Wi, stk oo Maurrindgd for
thoy, Yo OC ik Clgpg.




New Year 10 Prefects

We are excited to share some notable developments within our school. Our new Year
10 Prefects have successfully completed an impressive journey to their leadership
roles.

The selection process was incredibly demanding, with students navigating a tough
and rigorous interview process that tested their potential for leadership. We designed
a comprehensive approach to prepare our young leaders, which culminated in a
corporate-style training day held in our conference room.

During this training, students received expert guidance and coaching, equipping them
with the skills and insights necessary to excel in their prefect responsibilities. The day
was structured to provide a professional development experience that will support their
growth and effectiveness in their new roles.

We want to extend our congratulations to all the new Prefects and wish them the very
best as they step into this important leadership position for the coming academic year.
Their commitment and potential are truly inspiring, and we confident they will represent
Langdon Academy with distinction.

We look forward to seeing the positive impact these young leaders will make in our
school community.







River of Hope

25 Students from Year 8 and 9 have created artwork for the 'River of Hope' project,
linking schools around the world through arts based learning projects which explore
climate change and its impact on the environment. This project was in collaboration
with the Thames Festival Trust. It enabled students to explore their local rivers and
helped them express their concerns about environmental issues that surround them.

Student work was displayed next to the Millennium Bridge in the heart of London for
the whole of September as part of the Thames festival, which many of them were able
to visit and see first-hand in September. They also formed part of an online digital
exhibition which is on the Thames Festival Trusts website, including a documentary
of the project and its aims.

Students explored the local environment of Cody Docks and worked with a number of
professional artists, including Shona Watt and poet Dauda Ladejobi. Students created
artwork that combined oracy, literacy and conservation. They highlighted
environmental issues around water pollution in our local river, the River Lea and the
Thames. The outcomes are a collaboration of all the students art and poems that were
then assembled into a new collaborative outcome by the Artist Shona Watt.

Both the Film maker and Artist that came in to Langdon for the workshops last term
commended students creativity and behaviour, Saying that had produced some of the
best outcomes and input.

We are also extremely proud to announce that one of these pieces has now been
selected to be exhibited at COP 30 in Brazil, at this year’s UN climate convention.

—~

\‘.“m
]

e

~ -




e FP-:S”VC' -
<2 | ;

'

\

."“ £
v IS & 7

River Lea - East Londor






A

WA
LRARRLARIAAIN

A\
A\

You can use the links below to see Thames Festival and digital exhibition.

https://thamesfestivaltrust.org/whats-on/river-of-hope-exhibition-24018/

https://artspaces.kunstmatrix.com/en/exhibition/14625163/river-hope-2025-newham
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https://thamesfestivaltrust.org/whats-on/river-of-hope-exhibition-24018/
https://artspaces.kunstmatrix.com/en/exhibition/14625163/river-hope-2025-newham

Art Update

The Art department have started
running a graffiti club on Thursday
lunchtimes for year 9 in MGD1 with Mr
Harris and Ms Eastwood. So far the
students have experimented with
layering stencils and using spray paint.
They have also linked this to Black
History month for some inventive
outcomes! This club will continue
through next term, places are still
available.

Year 9 students have been busy
submitting their competition entries for
the  Photography and  Fashion
competitions. The Art department have
been really impressed with the high
standard of drawings and photographs
submitted so far. It's not too late to
enter! The deadline is after half term 3™
November. See the posters around
school or Art teachers for further
information.




