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Dear Parent/Carer,

Spring term is traditionally the shortest compared with autumn and summer. However, you will see from the contents of this
newsletter how busy it has been for students and staff.

It is always a pleasure to see so many young people involved from all year groups in activities in and out of school.
Our students have had opportunities to visit world-renowned institutions, such as, the University of Cambridge, The Globe
Theatre, the offices of Deloitte and the studios of BBC Radio 4. All of these experiences enrich students’ knowledge and
appreciation of life beyond Langdon and provides inspiration for the next generation of leaders and entrepreneurs.

Inspiration and gaining knowledge is not exclusive to trips beyond the school gates, but the many activities that take place
in the school have a positive impact on students’ understanding of the world and trying to make a positive contribution to our
local community and beyond. Students who are involved in our Eco Club and Bertha Earth projects are making
improvements to the school and helping provide a more sustainable future for Langdon. Year 10 students have experienced
a “Boss Day”, where local companies come to the school and provide a range of experiences for students regarding the
world of work, including interview techniques. As part of our Personal Development and Wellbeing (PDW) Days, our Year 7
students performed comedy sketches using puppets that they had made, with the expert support of the Drama department.
Year 9 took part in an “Enterprise Day”, which exposed them to the employability skills that they would need in their future
lives beyond school.

We have one more personal development day in the summer term, which will have a range of activities and outside speakers
to inspire our students.

Our Debate Club hosted the most recent Debate Mate competition and once again, they had a very successful competition,
demonstrating an abundance of personal qualities whilst debating.

Whilst this term comes to a close, the summer term is almost upon us and it will no doubt be as busy as ever. The Year 11
students will begin their written exams at the beginning of May and Year 6 will be sitting their SATs. We wish both the Year
11 and Year 6 students well in their final preparations. The Year 10s will be preparing for their work experience and end of
year mock exams; key stage three have end of year assessments and Year 9 will be preparing for life in KS4 after choosing
their pathway in to Year 10.

The continued success of the school is borne out from successful outcomes at KS4 and KS2. This is endorsed by the
secondary phase being oversubscribed again for our new Year 7 cohort for this coming September and hopefully another
set of positive results in the summer in both the primary and secondary phase will see more people applying to come here.
We also received another endorsement from the Secretary of State for Education, The Right Honourable Bridget Phillipson
who wrote to me to congratulate the students and staff for our fantastic results in 2025 and praising the work that we have
done within the school. That letter is also testament to your input as parents, as we couldn’t do it without your support.

| hope that those of you who recently celebrated Eid had a fantastic time with your family and friends and equally, | hope that
those of you celebrating Easter have a wonderful time with the people close to you.

A reminder that the summer term begins on Monday 13" April 2026 at the normal time for both the primary and the secondary
phase and when we return we will have entered British Summer Time, as the clocks move forward one hour this coming
weekend.

Kind regards,

Jamie Brooks
Principal



Year 9 Visit BNP Paribas

Future Bankers and Tech Leaders: Year 9 Visit BNP Paribas

On March 12th, 14 of our standout Year 9 Mathematicians travelled to Marylebone,
London, for an exclusive workshop hosted by BNP Paribas. Accompanied by Ms
Letchumanan, Ms H Ahmed, and Mr Ahmed, the students spent the day bridging
the gap between the classroom and the high-stakes world of global finance and
technology.

Inside the Trading Floor

The day kicked off with a rare tour of the BNP trading floor. Students witnessed the
fast-paced environment where global markets move in real-time.

Following the tour, industry experts delivered a fascinating talk on:
Al in Banking: How algorithms and machine learning are revolutionizing finance.

The Tech Talent Gap: The specific coding and analytical skills currently in high
demand.

Early Career Pathways: Practical advice on how to break into the industry.
Mars City: The Agile Challenge




The highlight of the afternoon was a hands-on Agile working game. Using Lego bricks
and business management templates, students had to collaborate in "sprints" to design
a sustainable city for Mars.

The competition was fierce, but Langdon Academy's teamwork shone through, with
one of our very own teams taking home the win!

Real-World Mathematics

Under the guidance of their teachers and the BNP staff, students were able to see
exactly where Maths is used in the real world. They received direct answers to their
guestions about starting careers in Tech or Banking, leaving the workshop with a clear
vision of their potential futures.

Events like these are vital in showing our students that the skills they develop in the
classroom have powerful, real-world applications. By stepping into the heart of London’s
financial district, our Year 9s didn't just learn about banking and Al—they saw a tangible
path for their own professional futures.

We are incredibly proud of their conduct and their victory in the Agile challenge, and we
look forward to seeing these young mathematicians become the industry leaders of
tomorrow.

Finally, we would also like to thank BNP Paribas for hosting and amazing event for our
lucky students.
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PDW Day 4

Our fourth Personal Development and Well-being Day of the academic year took
place on Thursday, 12th March 2026 and provided students with the opportunity to
develop the fundamental habits that allow them to be successful, resilient young
people in an ever-changing world. Key themes explored included positive
relationships, mutual respect, resolving conflict, and independence.

Year 7 explored effective strategies to deal with the emotional impact of changing
friendship groups, hurtful behaviour within friendship groups, safety online and the
support available within the school and the local community. Students also attended
a performance from our Drama department on the theme of respect before making
their own puppets and performing in front of their peers.

How To Make: Puppets

Step 1: Step 2:

Year 8 students took part in ‘Everyone Active’, a range of physical activities facilitated
by our PE department before exploring the theme of Respect through a variety of
workshops on healthy relationships, online relationships and preventing gender-based
violence. These accredited sessions are prepared by the PSHE Association and aim to
support schools with preparing students for life’s opportunities and challenges. More
information can be found here:

https://pshe-association.org.uk/our-vision/why-pshe-education-matters.



https://pshe-association.org.uk/our-vision/why-pshe-education-matters

Year 9 students explored the theme of Respect through a variety of workshops on rights
and values within relationships, as well as preventing gender-based violence. They also
attended workshops presented by ‘Talk Consent’ on: the importance of aiming for
positive and enthusiastic consent and what that means; how consent may not be
as simple as a question and an answer; how consent might be different regarding
online interactions and sexting; and through discussions of age-appropriate
scenarios to help students understand key concepts. Year 9 finished the day by
exploring our career-based software, Xello. Xello aims to empower students to
complete interactive career, personality, and learning style assessments to help them
better understand their unique interests, skills, and strengths. Students document their
journey as they build self-knowledge, explore post-secondary options, create
plans, and continuously reassess as they take in new knowledge, skills, and
experiences.

Year 10 students engaged in our annual Boss Day which aims to prepare students for
their upcoming work experience, and life after secondary school. The day consisted of
a variety of career and education based performances, workshops and talks by a range
of external visitors.

Year 11 students explored a range of workshops focussed on preparing them for their
upcoming GCSE exams. Key themes included understanding and managing stress,
building resilience and effective revision skills. The structure of the day also enabled us
to arrange interviews with Newham College. Year 11 finished the day by updating
their learning journey on Xello, exploring interview skills and completing their Post-
16 applications.

Thank you for your continued supportin ensuring students make the most of
the opportunities available to them as part of our comprehensive personal
development and wellbeing programme.

|




Eco-Club

It has been a busy start to 2026 and now the weather is slowly getting warmer, Eco-
Club have been out and about in our school grounds improving our site and looking
for signs of spring. We have spotted that lots of our trees are now showing signs of
growth with buds on branches. Some of the trees we planted 5 years ago now are
taller than us and have plenty of blossom and buds.

Eco-Club have also been concentrating on cleaning up some areas of our school that
litter has collected in. They have spent several lunch times taking part in litter picking
and have found some strange items of litter including a cat food packet and a metal

pipe!
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Finally, a group of our students were involved with planting and replacing some of our
hedges around the school. They planted a range of trees including crab apple, elder
and spindle trees that will grow to fill gaps in current hedges. They are quite the expert
tree planters now and Hugo Silva from Regenerous, who was leading the planting,

was quite surprised at the speed they can plant!




Newham College Interviews

“l learnt about the numerous pathways |
could take after GCSEs. Although they're
mainly known for BTECs, their A Level
options were also extensive. Once they

considered my ideal career path of
engineering, they immediately showed me
the different combinations of courses that
would allow me to pursue engineering in
different sectors such as civil and
mechanical engineering.”

‘

During our PDW day, over 100 Year 11
students engaged in onsite interviews
for Newham College. This was an
opportunity for students who made
applications to apply their interview
skills professionally with a subject
expert from the college. Our students
shared their experiences:

“From the interview, | learnt how to
have a formal discussion with
professionals”.

NEWHAM
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“My interview was very insightful and
helped me understand how interviews
are. It also gave me more confidence
when  answering questions in
interviews and helped me better
understand my subject choices.”

“The interview taught me more about my course | want to study. It also made me
feel more confident in the course | want to study, as | had a few questions about the

process."



MFL Enrichment

The MFL department at Langdon Academy, is proud to offer a wide range of
enrichment activities that bring languages and cultures to life. Students have access
to authentic materials such as songs, films, poetry, and literary excerpts, carefully
chosen to suit different levels of language proficiency.

Our lunchtime clubs are a fantastic way for students to explore languages in a fun
and interactive setting:

Italian Club (Ms Hulpoi, Wednesdays) — Learn basic Italian phrases, play cultural
games, and discover Italian traditions.

French Culture Club (Ms Sealy, Mondays) — Dive into French customs, food tasting,
and creative art projects.

Spanish Movie Club (Ms Leyman, Fridays) — Watch Spanish-language films and take
part in short discussions to boost listening skills and cultural awareness.

French Choir Club (Ms Grandman, Tuesdays) — Sing French songs and prepare for
performances that combine music and language learning.

Global Citizen Club (Ms Kwokedi, Thursdays) — Debate and work on projects about
global issues and international-mindedness.

Homework Club (Mr Hull, Mondays) — A supportive space to complete assignments
and get extra help.




This term, we’ve captured some great moments from lItalian Club and Spanish Movie
Club — look out for the pictures in this newsletter!

To enrich learning beyond the classroom, we also organise local visits to cultural
institutions such as the British Film Institute (BFI) and the French Institute, where
students enjoy curated foreign-language film screenings and exciting related activities.
These experiences help students deepen their appreciation of global cultures while
improving their language skills.




Year 8 Into University

Year 8 students recently took part in an exciting and inspiring IntoUniversity
experience which was about understanding future career pathways. Students
participated in a Careers in Focus session, where they explored the wide range of
options available to them after school.

During the sessions, students learned about key pathsways such as T-Levels,
apprenticeships and university routes. They also discovered the different skills and
qualities needed to succeed in each pathway.

A highlight of the day was the group challenge task. Working together, students
created projects based on subjects they are passionate about. This activity showed
off their creativity and teamwork but also gave students the opportunity to think about
their interests could link to future careers.

It was fantastic to see such enthusiasm from Year 8 as they began to think about their
futures.

IntoUniversity!



Year 10 Students Visit University of Cambridge

Year 10 students recently had a
fantastic opportunity to visit the
University of Cambridge and explore
Gonville and Caius College, one of the
university’s 31 historic colleges.

Although we set off on a rainy morning,
the weather didn’t dampen our spirits.
Once we arrived, it quickly became
clear that the trip was well worth it as
students were able to tour the beautiful
historic campus.

During the visit, students sat in a real lecture theatre where they learned about the
wide range of courses offered at Cambridge and how the university application
process works. They also had the chance to meet current Cambridge students, who
led a Q&A session. This was a great opportunity for our students to ask questions,
hear about student life, and challenge some common misconceptions about studying

at Cambridge.

One of the highlights of the trip
was lunch in the college’s
impressive  Great Hall. The
room’s grand architecture made
many students feel as though
they had stepped into the world of
Harry Potter! While eating, we
noticed the fascinating symbols
and images decorating the walls,
including tributes to famous
scientists and references to the
discovery of DNA.

One student said “l found the trip to Cambridge very interesting and informative. It
allowed us to view university life through a different perspective by giving us the
chance to ask questions to current Cambridge students in different courses. The
tour of the college helped us to properly imagine life there, and definitely will help in

future applications.”



Later in the day, we visited an archaeology museum where we explored the work of
archaeology students and learned about research projects taking place in and
around Cambridge. Students were particularly intrigued by the artefacts and fossils
discovered in the local area and enjoyed seeing how historical research is carried
out.

Another student said “My day at Cambridge
was extremely special and inspiring - it
contributed massively to my preparations for
my future career. | got to visit the prestigious
museum of Archaeology and Anthropology,
a term which | previously knew nothing
about, opening my eyes to two brand-new
possible career paths and interests. |
learned a lot about the process of university
admissions, Oxbridge in particular, and it
was very useful for me, especially because |
am in Year 10 - a point at which | have many
opportunities, but also lots of big decisions.”

Overall, the trip was an inspiring experience
that gave students a glimpse into university life
and the exciting opportunities that higher
education can offer.




Year 10 BOSS Day

As part of our recent PDW day, Year 10
students engaged in an exciting and
informative BOSS Day, designed to help
them explore the world of work and
develop important employability skills. The
day began with an entertaining acting
performance which demonstrated the
difference between a good interview and a
bad one. Interview techniques were
revisited throughout the day with students
given the opportunity to practice and apply
interview skills.
Foolball Analjst ° _
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Students learning about key transferable
skills in preparation for the their work
experience in June.

Student feedback highlighted:

“I believe BOSS Day was very
beneficial and | really enjoyed all
the workshops. | was able to
identify what skills | am good at
and what | can work on. This will
help me to apply to jobs in the
future and be good at interviews.
| am now able to make a CV
because of the workshop as
well.”

Students were introduced to a range
of professionals from organisations
including Barclays, Buxton, UK Civil

Service, Deutsche Bank, Bayes
Business School, London Legacy
Development Corporation and
Inspire. During a carousel activity,
each group had the chance to speak

with these volunteers (including
representatives with  engineering,
electronics and biotechnology
experience) about their career

journeys, the different pathways they
took into their professions, and the
skills needed to succeed. Students
were also able to ask questions
during a Q&A session, which helped
them gain valuable insight into a wide
variety of careers.




Later in the day, the volunteers led a CV-
building workshop, where students
learned how to write about their
achievements, strengths and
experiences effectively. By the end of the
session, students were able to share and
showcase what they had written, giving
them a better understanding of how to
present themselves to future employers.

To finish the day, students took partin a
fun group challenge where they had to
build the tallest tower possible using only
newspaper. The activity highlighted the
importance of teamwork, communication
and problem-solving - all key skills
needed in the workplace.

Overall, BOSS Day was a fantastic
opportunity for Year 10 students to gain
practical skills, learn from professionals
and start thinking about their future
careers.
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“| found BOSS Day really helpful as it gave
me a clear understanding of of the process
of applying for a job. BOSS Day helped me
communicate in an interview.”

Thank you to our BOSS Day Providers

o .
BAYES

BUSINESS SCHOOL
CITY. UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

A& UK Civil Service
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World Maths Day

Maths Comes Alive at School: A Week of Patterns, Puzzles and sequences

This week, Mr Khan captivated students across the school with an inspiring assembly
titled “Maths Around Us: Sequences and Patterns.” His sessions showcased the
beauty of mathematics in everyday life and reminded students that maths is far more
than numbers on a page—it's woven into the world around us.

Every year group enjoyed an assembly filled with fascinating mathematical ideas.
Students were introduced to the Fibonacci sequence, both through numbers and
real-world examples of how it appears naturally in plants, animals and patterns. A
particularly intriguing moment came with the mysterious ‘look-and-say’ sequence,
which had students eagerly predicting what might come next.

At one point, the hall echoed with hundreds of students chanting “six, seven!”—a
much-loved callback to a memorable meme from last year. Whether the sequences
were made from numbers, words or pictures, pupils were eagerly attempting to
crack each new pattern.




One of the biggest highlights was the Magic Moment, where Mr Khan seemingly
predicted students’ dates of birth using nothing more than their birth months and a
series of number squares. Students answered simple yes-or-no questions—yet
somehow, the final answer was always correct.

The assembly also explored how patterns shape our daily routines—from brushing
our teeth to choosing what time we go to sleep—helping students see that maths is
not limited to equations but exists in rhythms, habits and structures.

To finish on a high, the assembly ended with a Rubik’s Cube challenge. One brave
student stepped forward from each year group to race Mr Khan in solving the famous
puzzle. The prize? A giant 3x3 Rubik’s Cube. Unfortunately, no one was able to beat
Mr Khan and he left the assembly with his prize.

The whole experience was a success and students walked away with a refreshed
appreciation for how fun, surprising and accessible maths can truly be.




Year 7 Drama

We were delighted to witness the Year 7 drama performance on 12th March, where
our students showcased remarkable creativity and teamwork. Under the expert
guidance of Ms Merrifield and Ms Collins, the cohort created paper puppets and
performed a series of comical sketches that left the audience thoroughly entertained.

What made this project particularly special was the set of challenges the drama
department introduced. Each puppet had to be manoeuvred by two students at all
times, requiring genuine collaboration and coordination. To add another layer of
complexity, students were asked to tell their stories entirely in gibberish language - a
constraint that sparked incredible inventiveness and humour.

The enthusiasm with which Year 7 embraced these creative challenges was genuinely
impressive. Rather than viewing the rules as limitations, our students used them as
springboards for imagination. The performances demonstrated not only their artistic
talents but also their ability to work together towards a common goal, problem-solve
on their feet, and take creative risks in front of an audience.

This is exactly the kind of enriching experience we aim to provide at Langdon
Academy. Well done to Year 7, Ms Merrifield, and Ms Collins for delivering such an
engaging and memorable event.




The Globe Theatre Trip

What a wonderful opportunity our Year 10 GCSE Drama students had on 17th March
when they visited Shakespeare's Globe on the Southbank to watch Romeo and Juliet.
This visit was an essential part of their GCSE specification, ensuring all students
experience the magic of live theatre first-hand.

The performance was truly energetic and engaging, bringing Shakespeare's tragic
masterpiece to life in a way that really resonated with our young people. What made
this production particularly special was its modern interpretation - the actors wore
contemporary tracksuits and performed on BMX bikes, transforming this classic
tragedy into something fresh and relevant for today's audience. This creative approach
helped our students connect with the timeless themes of the play in an entirely new
way.

The weather was on our side too, with glorious sunshine accompanying us on the day,
and it was clear from their reactions that the students thoroughly enjoyed every
moment. Experiences like this are invaluable in bringing the curriculum alive and
inspiring a genuine appreciation for drama and theatre. Our students left the Globe
not just having watched a play, but having witnessed a powerful piece of live
performance that will undoubtedly inform and enhance their own GCSE work.




The Art of Me

We are delighted to share an exciting initiative that has been unfolding in our Inclusion
provision this term. Our students have been engaged in "The Art of Me" project - a
wonderful celebration of individuality, creativity and inclusion that truly embodies our
school values.

Through self-portraits, personal stories and artwork, our students have explored what
makes them unique, discovering and sharing the things they enjoy and what they
would like others to know about them. It has been remarkable to witness their creativity
flourish and their confidence grow throughout this process.

What has been particularly special is the thoughtful way in which every student has
participated, using art as a powerful medium for self-expression. Their work will be
shared with our wider school community, and we encourage everyone to take a
moment to appreciate the creativity and individuality on display.

We are immensely proud of what our students have accomplished through this project.
It serves as a beautiful reminder of the importance of celebrating what makes each of
us unique.







Brew Monday

This term students across all year groups were introduced to Brew Monday, which
takes place every year on the third Monday of January. The day encourages students
to open up and share any worries or problems they may be facing by talking to people
such as friends, family and teachers at the school. Research shows talking really
helps!

Students were introduced to Brew Monday in assemblies all week led by Mr Bhakar
and were shown that having a chat doesn’t have to be confined to just one day in the
year.

The Pastoral team took it one-step further and hosted a brew drink and chat afternoon
whereby students were able to come and enjoy a chat over a cup of tea or hot
chocolate during lunchtime! The turnout was fantastic and student feedback asked for
more!

,ﬁf‘ €éw Y7 enjoying a chat over a hot

onday

chocolate!




Children’s Mental Health Week

Children’s Mental Health Week — Supporting Wellbeing at Langdon

During the week beginning 9th February, Langdon Academy marked Children’s
Mental Health Week with a range of activities and assemblies designed to promote
positive wellbeing across the school.

Throughout the week, students took part in assemblies focused on the theme of
mental health, helping them to better understand the importance of looking after their
emotional wellbeing. These sessions also highlighted the strong link between positive
mental health and good attendance, reinforcing the message that being in school,
maintaining routine, and staying connected with others can have a significant impact
on how we feel.

The Year 7 team led a variety of activities open to all students, creating opportunities
to relax, connect, and take time out from the usual school day. These included
colouring clubs, relaxation sessions, movie clubs, board games, and sports activities,
all designed to support different ways of managing stress and promoting wellbeing.

Importantly, students were reminded of the wide range of support available within the
school. They were encouraged to speak to a trusted adult if they have any concerns
about themselves or others, reinforcing our commitment to a safe and supportive
school environment.

It was a positive and engaging week that highlighted the importance of mental health
and wellbeing, and we are proud of the way our students patrticipated and supported
one another.




Holocaust Memorial Day

January marked our annual assembly focus on Holocaust Memorial Day.

§
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Holocaust Memorial Day

It began with words.

January 27" is Holocaust Memorial Day, where we think about and commemorate the
6 million Jewish men, women and children murdered during the Holocaust. The
Holocaust has always been, and will always remain, central to Holocaust Memorial
Day. We also remember other communities murdered through the Nazi Persecution.
It is a time to learn about and commemorate persecutions that have taken place in
other countries such as Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. It is also a day to
recognise that, sadly, prejudice still continues within our communities today and it still
on going in the world today.
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This is a photograph of me as
I wish | looked all the time.
Then | might still have a
chance of getting to
Hollywood. But now | am
afraid | usually look quite

different. October 10th 1942.

The theme of this year's day was ‘It Began With Words.’” This simple sentence
illustrated that most of the violence and physical acts originated from words of hatred,
ignorance and fear. Stories were told and spread about people that weren't true, but
were believed and took hold, igniting the fear and violence.

In the assembly there was a focus on the stories of survivors and some of those who,
sadly, didn’t survive the persecution. The purpose was that we can take their words
and share their experiences with the future hope that if instead we use kind words,
instead of words filled with hate, we can make a better world for everyone.



On January 21%, our Year 9 students had the
opportunity to engage with external providers,
Bridging the Gap and Tokio Marine as part of our
PDW day. The day comprised of sessions which
enabled students to directly encounter employers
and gain employability skills. The day started with
an introduction to the world of insurance with real
life scenarios to show how insurance impacts on
everyday life.

Students designed a poster to identify the key risk
factors, match these to the type of insurance

Lively community
Mose workers

Year 9 Enterprise Day

As part of an Insurance and
Community  Safety Team,
students worked in groups to
look at a community,

understand the risks it faces,
and decide how insurance and
other actions can help protect
people and

community safer.
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Artificial Human Podcast

We are delighted to share an exciting opportunity our students had recently. On 25th
February, five of our students were invited to BBC Radio 4 to watch and participate in
a live recording of the podcast Artificial Human. The episode, titled "Is Al the future of
learning?”, brought together an impressive panel of experts discussing artificial
intelligence and its role in education.

The panel featured Alex Russell, former head teacher and co-founder of the charity Al
in Education; Professor Sonia Livingstone, a social psychologist and member of the
UN's Independent International Scientific Panel on Al; and Dr Tom Chatfield, an author
and philosopher of technology. It was a remarkable opportunity for our students to
engage with leading voices in this field and contribute to such an important
conversation.

We are particularly proud to highlight that one of our own, Zaneb from Year 11, asked
a question during the recording — you can hear her contribution at 25:11 in the episode.
This is a wonderful example of our students making their voices heard on the global
stage.

The Artificial Human - Is Al the future of learning? - BBC Sounds



https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002s4j1

Safer Internet Day

This term, we have been focusing on an issue that touches every young person's life:
the safe and responsible use of artificial intelligence. On Safer Internet Day, we
delivered an assembly exploring how Al is becoming increasingly present in our daily
lives, and our Computing lessons have given students the opportunity to develop their
understanding further.

Safer Internet Day 2026 took place on 10th February, with the theme 'Smart tech, safe
choices — Exploring the safe and responsible use of Al'. This theme reflects a crucial
reality: many children and young people are hearing about and using Al online, yet
they need the skills and confidence to make safe choices when engaging with smart
technology.

Throughout our celebrations and learning, we explored the positive impact Al can have
on our lives whilst also examining the ethical considerations that come with its use.
Our focus has been on empowering students to use Al safely and responsibly, whether
they're interacting with voice assistants, chatbots, or other emerging technologies.

This work extends beyond the classroom. We have provided resources and top tips
for parents, carers and grandparents, supporting families to have meaningful
conversations about Al and helping young people navigate new technology with
confidence and awareness.

How is Al being used?

Detecting illegal
logging in the Amazon Guiding brain surgeons Tracking sustainable fishing
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Translating stories into Narration for people with
sign language Analysing honeybee hives visual impairments’




International Women’s Day

We celebrated International Women's Day this March. IWD is a global movement
marking the social, economic, cultural, and political achievements of women. What
began over a century ago with the first gathering in 1911, supported by over a million
people, has grown into a worldwide call to action for accelerating gender equality.
Today, International Women's Day belongs to all of us collectively, transcending
countries, groups, and organisations.

To mark this important occasion, Ms Ali delivered assemblies to all year groups,
helping our students understand how International Women's Day is celebrated
globally. Our students learnt about the impact of meaningful activities, such as
marches and rallies advocating for women's rights, to educational events and
workshops on women's empowerment and history.

We explored how organisations support women-owned businesses, promote female
entrepreneurs, and champion fundraising efforts for women's rights globally. We also
celebrated the cultural contributions of women through art, poetry, music, and film.
What made this celebration particularly special was the creativity and engagement of
our students. They made badges, ribbons, and charms to mark the day, demonstrating
their commitment to recognising and celebrating the achievements of women
everywhere.

It was wonderful to see our entire school community come together to reflect on the
importance of gender equality and to celebrate the remarkable contributions of women
across all sectors of society.
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Urban Debate

Langdon Academy hosts Urban Debate League Competition

On Thursday 5th March 2026, Langdon Academy welcomed six schools for the
second round of the Urban Debate League Competition, organised by Debate Mate,
a charity that runs after-school debate clubs in primary and secondary schools across
the UK.

The schools taking part were Plashet School, Central Foundation School for Girls,
Leytonstone School, Kingsford Community School, Stratford School Academy and
Bow School.

The event gave our Langdon debaters a fantastic opportunity to challenge themselves
against other schools while continuing to develop their confidence and public speaking
skills. Reflecting on the day, Michelle (10L4) shared her experience:

“Hosting round two of the UDL competition was both exciting and motivating. Debating
on home ground brought a real sense of anticipation, and our squad rose to the
occasion. Everyone spoke with passion and determination, and we were proud to win
one of our two debates. The motion we won — that the government should fund all UK
students to study at university abroad — was unseen, meaning we had just 15 minutes
to prepare. Despite this, our team worked incredibly hard and represented the school
brilliantly. | found out later that across our three squads, we won a total of four out of
our six debates.

Overall, hosting such a large competition encouraged a strong work ethic across the
club, whether students were organising the event or taking part in debates.”

Congratulations and well done to all the students and staff who contributed to such a
successful and enjoyable event.
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Finding Our Voice

Finding Our Voice: Debate Mate Trip Inspires Students

| was privileged to be one of the twenty-nine students selected to go on a Debate Mate
trip with Miss Alimi and Miss De Donno. Debate Mate is an organisation that works
with schools to teach students across the country about debating skills which help
them develop valuable and lifelong communication, teamwork and leadership skills.
After a smooth journey via East Ham and St James’ Park, we arrived at the venue —
the impressive Emmanuel Centre, where we quickly got stuck into the activities, along
with hundreds of other school children from different parts of London.

The day kicked off with a lively bingo challenge designed to get students talking each
other, especially with peers from other schools. What seemed a bit intimidating at first
turned out to be exciting and so much fun! Everyone got involved and created a
positive, energetic atmosphere. In the end, one of our own Langdon students - Naila
of 8L4 - won the competition, earning herself a Heroes chocolate box.

We also watched an engaging video sharing Debate Mate’s key message: your voice
is your most powerful tool. We learnt that while Artificial Intelligence can support ideas,
it's human voice and expression that truly persuade, inspire and connect people. This
was reinforced throughout the day, showing us just how important it is to speak up and
share our thoughts.

The highlight was a live debate by a mix of champion debaters and experienced
Debate Mate students, debating the motion ‘“This house would ban short-form content,
such as TikTok.” Both teams delivered their arguments with confidence, humour and
skill, completely changing opinions across the room. By the end, the audience was
split, showing just how powerful well-delivered arguments can be. The debaters
themselves, including the secondary school students, were incredibly inspiring,
proving that age is no barrier to making an impact.

Overall, the trip was a fantastic experience—fun, thought-provoking and confidence-
boosting. A big thank you to the teachers who made it possible and gave us the
opportunity to be part of such an inspiring event.

Annam, 9L1






Classroom to Boardroom

Debate Club Success: Students Awarded £1,300 in Prizes

Ten of our outstanding student debaters proudly represented the school at the Debate
Mate ‘Classroom to Boardroom’ programme, hosted at Deloitte. Throughout the day,
students worked alongside Deloitte partners on real-world challenges, demonstrating
impressive teamwork, leadership and problem-solving skills. Their maturity,
confidence and determination were evident throughout, and they made an excellent
impression.

In recognition of their efforts and achievements, the school was awarded seven
innovative, eco-friendly benches, generously donated by Deloitte. These unique
benches unfold into strong honeycomb structures capable of supporting up to 200kg,
with a total value of approximately £1,300.

These benches will now be placed around the school, not only enhancing our
environment but also standing as a lasting symbol of our students’ hard work, ambition
and success. A huge well done to all involved for representing the school so brilliantly.
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World Book Day 2026

This year’s World Book Day brought the entire school community together in a vibrant
celebration of stories, imagination, and the joy of reading. With a packed schedule of
events and activities, it was a day—and week—to remember.

One of the most impactful moments came from visiting author Anthony McGowan,
who delivered a series of powerful talks to students. He spoke movingly about his
upbringing in Leeds and how his early experiences shaped his writing, offering a
deeply personal perspective on what it means to become an author. Students were
particularly captivated by his fascinating exploration of the relationships between
humans and animals, a theme central to much of his work. His talks left many feeling
inspired to reflect on their own lives and consider how their experiences might one day
become stories.

The celebrations continued in the library, which was transformed into a lively,
literature-themed feast and party. Students had the chance to immerse themselves in
a variety of interactive activities inspired by beloved books. There was archery inspired
by The Hunger Games, giant chess reminiscent of Harry Potter, and ring tossing
drawn from The Lord of the Rings. A “guess how many sweets are in the jar” challenge
added a fun and competitive twist, making the library a hub of excitement throughout
the day.




Staff also joined in the festivities with an array of creative costumes. Highlights
included a fantastic (and extremely anonymous...) Bluey outfit that proved very
popular (and caused much uproar as everyone tried to guess which teacher was inside
the costume!) and a brilliantly recognisable Gangster Granny.

Another standout moment was the powerful whole-school assembly, where student
volunteers took to the stage to share their passion for reading. They spoke confidently
about how to approach non-fiction texts by focusing on personal interests, perfectly
reflecting the National Year of Reading motto: “If you’re into it, read into it.” Their
enthusiasm and insight encouraged others to see reading not as a chore, but as a
gateway to exploring what they truly care about.

The celebrations extended beyond a single day, with a full week of activities taking
place in the library. Students enjoyed creating their own bookmarks, taking part in
quizzes, and exploring new books in a welcoming and creative environment.

Once again, Langdon Academy showed that it knows how to boss World Book Day —
every year is a reminder of the joy of reading, but also of the creativity and unity of the
school community.




HUB Fashion & Variety Show

We are delighted to share news of our HUB 2026 Fashion & Variety Show - a truly
special celebration that has become a cherished part of our school calendar. This
event is far more than a performance; it is a powerful showcase of the exceptional
work created by our students from the Autism Resource Provision.

Our students have demonstrated incredible dedication, creativity, and resilience in
designing and crafting imaginative outfits and props for every act. Their achievements
reflect our unwavering belief that children with Special Educational Needs can
accomplish anything when given the right support, encouragement, and opportunities.

The show stands as a testament to the remarkable talent and determination of our
students, and to the inclusive ethos that underpins everything we do at Langdon
Academy. We are immensely proud of what they have accomplished. It was wonderful
to see families and parents in attendance, celebrating alongside us the fantastic work
on display.
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Bertha Earth

Our Bertha Earth Ambassadors rounded off their time on the programme this week by
presenting their Project Planet Love to friends, family and members of school staff
who came to see what they had been doing, including Mr Brooks and members of the
senior leadership team. All of the ambassadors have been working extremely hard on
their projects for the last six weeks and the celebration was a brilliant way to showcase
all the imagination, dedication and commitment they have shown throughout the
programme. Each group presented creative and thoughtful ideas focused on
sustainability, environmental protection and community action, demonstrating not only
their growing knowledge but also their passion for making a difference.

It was fantastic to see the confidence with which students shared their work, answering
guestions and engaging their audience with enthusiasm and pride. The event truly
reflected the spirit of Bertha Earth: empowering young people to take meaningful
action for the planet.

We are incredibly proud of all our Ambassadors and look forward to seeing how their
ideas continue to grow within our school community.







