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A Happy New Year from everyone here at Langdon Academy and we hope that you had a good time with family and
friends.

The end of term non-uniform day was very successful and we raised over £400 for a local charity. The theme for the
day celebrated the heritage of members our school community and both students and staff made it a special day
by celebrating our differences and all the things that we share. The underlying theme of the day was tolerance and
respect for each other’s heritage and it helps us understand each other just a little bit more. We hope to continue
with this theme of respect and tolerance in the coming months and hope that we will be able to replicate the day
again in the summer months.

This spring term is traditionally shorter than the autumn term, however, there is a lot going on within school this
term. From the “Trust’s Got Talent” final to the “High School Musical” auditions. There are still lots of other activities
that your child can get involved in, such as Eco Club, Debate Club, Poetry Club, Chess Club, Film Club and many
more.

In the coming months, students will see some changes to the school site and upgraded facilities. Firstly, the old
windows within the school (over 300 of them), will be replaced in the next eight months. They will be replaced with
similar style windows that are modern and energy efficient. Most of the windows on the site have been in place
since the early 1950s and the new windows will not just be more energy efficient, but also will be more aesthetically
pleasing to the eye. Later on this term, work will start on resurfacing the tennis courts, with an upgraded playing
surface and a new playground in primary will be built along with state-of-the-art astro turf in another play area. In
the latter part of term, we will be resurfacing parts of the school near our medical centre, which will have new
seating and eating areas, with pergolas and shading. There are also plans for a new front gate later on in the year.

For all of us at Langdon, these are exciting times with new facilities on the horizon to improve the environment of
the school for the students and outcomes continue to improve considerably in both the primary and secondary
phase and are significantly above national averages. We are hoping that outcomes will be even better this year.

Our secondary phase is at full student capacity, but the primary phase still has places. It is a great time to join our
primary as it continues to make rapid improvements. The secondary phase is still heavily oversubscribed, but
Langdon primary pupils have an automatic place in to the secondary phase, without any application during Year 6.

It's a great time to be part of the Langdon journey and | hope that you will continue with us to an even brighter
future.

Once again, a Happy New Year to you and your families.

Best Wishes
Jamie Brooks

Principal



Eco-Club

Eco-Club are still striving to make Langdon Academy a school with a smaller carbon footprint.
Recycling is still one of the key areas we think we can make a difference with. We have been
checking all classrooms for recycling bins and replacing them with new ones where needed.
Please remember that these recycling bins can take cardboard, paper, plastic bottles and glass
bottles.

Eco-Club have also been planting some native wild flowers in the area we are rewilding. This
has included fox gloves and teasels which are very bird and bee friendly. This area is now a
‘no-mow’ area as we are hoping to encourage more wildlife to flourish.

Most of the trees planted at the end of the last academic year are growing well in the wild area.
We hope to see new growth of leaves and shoots in the spring. Watch this space!

New members are always welcome to join us. Come to MGA1 every Tuesday lunchtime.




HUB and SEND Update

HUB Educational Visits

Last term the students in theHub have been
very busy learning about Black History month.
As part of the celebration we made a number
of educational visits including the Museum of
London Docklands, where students learnt
about the slave trade and Dalston Market
where students learnt about African and
Caribbean foods. We had a great time and

students learned lots!
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Lights and Shadows

One of our themes of learning during the
autumn term has been Lights and Shadows.
Students learnt about electricity and energy
and in Design & Technology they made lamps
powered by batteries and candlelight. The
experience was incredibly fun!
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My Experience

Hello my name is Gabby. I am going to tell you about my experience at the secondary school.

I remember my first day when I came to visit Langdon Academy during the summer holidays
after year 6. I felt lost. Langdon is a huge school. I remember talking about the beach trip with
Ms Sajid, and talking to Ms Teagle.

I was worried, lost and scared when I started the secondary school in September. There were
too many class rooms, tfeachers and students. Everything was scary and confusing. I wanted to go
home.

I started attending the Bridge Group for different interventions.

This is me, I am playing a word game with my friend during a social skills session. I have made
friends, this makes me happy and I don't feel lonely, like I felt in the mainstream classes. I have
learned to take turns, I have learned the rules for some of the games. I take part in the group
games. I like to play musical chairs, 'duck, duck, goose’, fruit dominoes, snakes and ladders and

ten strikes. Here I am playing ten strikes.

I like to sing and dance. We take part in
circle time, where we learn through music and
movement. Look at me learning to sing a song
with a group. We sang the song in the
assembly in front of so many students. This
has helped me to build confidence, and talk
bit louder so people can hear me.

Lego Therapy sessions help me to talk fo
others, to give them instructions, and to ask
questions. It is difficult for me to think of
sentences, I am learning to use Colourful
Semantics to talk about different things; and
to think, say and write my sentences. I feel

this helps me in writing.



Meet Meg
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Look at our life skills sessions, we are
learning about why hand hygiene is
important. We have started to learn
skills that we need fo be independent in
the future.

Gabby - Year 8




Remembrance Day

On Friday 11" November, staff and students came together to mark Remembrance Day. Staff
and students gathered to hear poignant messages about the sacrifices of brave men and women
during the Great War and subsequent conflicts. The Signing of the Armistice was recognised at
the 11" hour of the 11*" day.

Langdon students recalled the bravery, courage and sacrifice of those who devoted themselves
to a cause which helped end conflicts. To commemorate the Annual Remembrance, students
recited “From the Fallen” whilst Mr Bilby played the ‘Last Post’. The readings and poems were
presented by students in Year 10. All students joined in with the two minutes silence to
remember those affected by conflict. “It was really powerful, hearing and feeling the words
about remembrance” was the verdict of one Year 10 student.
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Progression Evening - Year 11
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Progression Evening (Wednesday 9" November) was a huge success. Over twenty post 16 providers, including
NCS, Brampton Manor and St Bonaventure’s attended. The main hall and theatre were packed full with students
and staff from nearby sixth form colleges promoting their institutions in a bid to entice our inquisitive students.

The classrooms on the main corridor were buzzing with a constant hive of active Year 11s and their parents on
a quest to garner as much information as possible to inform their next steps.

Here are the thoughts of some of our students:

The information given was very helpful with the students of the sixth form telling us their own perspectives and
how useful it’s been for them (Muhammad-Ali 11G4)

The best thing for me was getting reassured about the course that | want to do (Safa 11N4)

| found progression evening very helpful as | was able to find out what | needed to do to get into specific college.
I was also able to communicate with the teacher more, building my confidence (Mubashar 11N3)



The Army at Langdon

ARMY FOUNDATION COLLEGE

Last term Year 9 and 10 were treated to a careers assembly by the British Army. Two corporals
from The Rifles Regiment delivered a professional presentation about all the different skills and
talents involved in becoming a soldier. These included roles for musicians, geographers and
computer experts, to name but a few.

The year groups followed up this work by consolidating their knowledge in form time,
researching all the different career paths open to them in this field. Students found it very
informative.

I have learnt that the army can help you at your education, there are multiple paths as to what
career you can choose like the paths, we will be choosing at Year 11.1 have also learnt that the
army can support your education for example like going to college and university. (Tawhid 9G2)

Regarding careers in the army | have learnt that there are a plethora of opportunities in the
army to choose what you like. Ranging from being a musician or someone who works in regards
to medics and treatment to working in the infantry. The pay in the army also increases. It
depends on the duration spent in the army. (Muhammed 9L1)



Debate Club at United Nations

As part of the opportunities provided at the Langdon Academy’s highly successful Debate Club,
our students not only learn how to debate and give highly effective public speeches, but they
also learn about diplomacy, human rights, global politics and citizenship.

Last autumn a group of Langdon Academy students attended a Model United Nations
conference organised by the Mulberry schools Trust. At the Model UN, students play the role
of ambassadors in simulations of UN committees, developing co-operation, leadership, public
speaking skills and confident global citizenship. These committees are student-led and adopt
the Global Classrooms approach, in which delegates debate current issues, prepare draft
resolutions, plot strategy, negotiate, resolve conflicts, and navigate the UN’s rules of procedure.

During this year’s conference, students worked in committees such as the UNHCR (the UN
Refugee Agency) and the United Nations Human Rights Council, exploring topics related to this
year’s theme, titled ‘The path to a safer world’.

Our school was ably represented by the following students, who went as delegates of several
different countries: Hajra (8L1), Hamdaan, (9L1), Kanishq (9L2), Thiyash (9L2), Faiza (9L1), Tausif
(9N1), Ashly (10L4), Harshvardhan (10G3), Rayyan (10N1) and Shovo (10G4).

It gives me great pride to say that although our students were in committees with not only their
peers, but with much older students from years 12 and 13, they gave an exceptional account of
themselves and held their own in sometimes heated debates about global issues.

At the end of the conference, Langdon Academy won two official recognitions when Hajra (8L1)
won her committee’s Best Position Paper award, while Harshvardhan (10G3) won the Best
Delegate award in his committee!

Congratulations to all our delegates!

Ms Alimi

Debate Co-ordinator



Harshvardhan
(10G3) and Hajra
(8L1)

Langdon
Academy
Delegates



Drama Trip
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Year 11 Drama GCSE students visited The Fortune Theatre in Covent Garden to see The
Woman in Black earlier this term. As part of the GCSE course, students must watch a live
performance and be able to analyse and evaluate what they have seen. For some student this
was their first visit to ‘theatre land’ in Covent Garden, and as you can see from the picture
above, it was an unforgettable day out!

The Woman in Black is a ghost story by Susan Hill, in which Arthur Kipps relates his haunting
experiences at Eel Marsh House. This show was a unique live theatre experience that the
students thoroughly enjoyed. We were sad to learn that the show is coming to an end in
Covent Garden in March 2023, after 33 years at the same location! We’re lucky that our Y10
GCSE students will have an opportunity to see it before it closes.




Spooky Stories

On Thursday 13th October a select group of our talented writers took part in a creative writing
competition with a Halloween twist! The Spooky Stories Competition took place in the library
at lunchtime, with dozens of Langdon students battling it out to write the scariest story for our
panel of judges. The students voluntarily gave up their lunchtime to write their stories,
accompanied by a creepy gothic soundtrack that helped set an earie mood. The library was
abuzz with creative energy as our students produced original and sometimes terrifying
narratives about haunted houses, spectres and unsolved mysteries of the occult. The finished
products were then marked and judged by the English department, who selected three overall
winners and four notable mentions as listed below:

1st Place to Anas (8G4)
2nd Place to Panos (8N1)
3rd Place to Raidah (7G1)

Effort awards to:

Saggad (8G2)
Hesham (8L2)
Vithura (7G4)

A special award for compelling description to:
Inayah (8L2)

The following Thursday lunchtime, all competitors were invited to the library for a
special celebratory lunch. Students arrived to find the library decked out in frightening
decorations, with cupcakes to ice and delicious treats to eat. An amazing time was had by
all, enjoying the food, music and festive atmosphere. Finally, the climactic moment had arrived,
and the winners were presented with certificates and prizes by our Principal Mr Brooks.

The English Department would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who entered,
and to acknowledge the outstanding standard of all the entries. We very much look forward to
hosting 'Spooky Stories 2023’ edition!






Black History Month
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Throughout October 2022 Langdon celebrated Black History Month. This year’s celebrations
grew across all areas of our school and were more impactful than ever before!

Teachers delivered starter activities and lessons within each of the curriculum areas. There are
over 1800 lessons at Langdon each week and by delivering these lessons around the theme of
Black History we were able to have immense coverage and engage our students in a truly
impactful way.

Every year group at Langdon was very fortunate to receive a series of one hour workshops from
Alim Kamara. Alim is a British-Sierra Leonean rapper and storyteller and inspirational speaker.
Alim’s stories share cultural and life issues through storytelling that demonstrate success,
disappointments, persistence and hard work.

Langdon was also able to receive a wonderful presentation from Lola Ogunbote, Head of
Women's Football at Burnley FC. All of the girls’ sports teams within the school were invited to
be part of a question and answer session with Lola who is not only a phenomenal athlete and
coach but also a fully qualified Lawyer and Barrister.

With hundreds of posters and displays around the School, the entire month felt very special
indeed. The atmosphere that our celebrations created highlighted the incredible diversity of
our Langdon community.



Black History Month Celebration Activities included:

o Assemblies led by Year 8 & 9 council

o Themed menus in the dinner hall

« Staff ‘Bring a Dish’ event after school

o Year 7 received and signed a special book mark as a 'pledge' to learn more
around Black History.

o Cultural dress days for staff each Friday through the month




Cultural Day Celebration

Embracing the diversity of our school community

Aims:

» To celebrate our differences and diversity in our
school community.

» Understand the role of intercultural dialogue to
achieve a trusting and happy environment.

» To eradicate discriminative language.

» To understand the damage of stereotyping
communities and build on community cohesion.



