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Dear Parent/Carer,

| would like to congratulate our students for their many achievements this year, including our

Academy Awards winners who received their awards for their achievements recently. It is hard to

l'i st all of the studentsd successes, as the
artistic achievements to our fantastic debating club. These could not be achieved without the

commitment and dedication of our staff, who provide opportunities for our students, so that they

have experiences that they will remember for the rest of their lives.

Due to a delay in the externalmar ki ng of the SATs papers, th
delayed until the penultimate day of term. We are hoping for another set of fantastic results to go
with the outstanding outcomes in the Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check test, which once again
are significantly above the national average. The primary phase continues to get stronger each
year and this is due to the hard work of the primary staff.

We are hopeful that our Year 11 GCSE results will be as successful as our primary pupils, when
they are released in August. The school 0s
attendance, good discipline, good teaching and our partnership with parents and carers.

The rewards events have taken place , with students taking part in activities in school and going
to theme parks and trips, in and around Greater London. The Year 11 students and the Year 6
pupil sé had t heir plbothyeargiodps, assheyamove iort td pasiuges reew. d

| would like to thank the staff for their continued hard work and support during this academic year.
It is their commitment and dedication that makes the difference for so many young people.

As ever at this time of year, we are saddened to have to say goodbye to staff who have decided
to move on to pastures new. On behalf of the whole school community, | would like to thank them
for the contribution that they have made to our academy and wish them every success and
happiness in their lives beyond Langdon.

I would like to once again thank you, the parents and carers, for your continued support and
partnership. We could not do it without the strong support that we get from the parent body, and
it is this partnership that will help Langdon to continue to improve in the coming years.

From all the staff at Langdon Academy, we hope that you have a happy summer holiday.

Yours faithfully,

Mr J. Brooks
Principal



City VHaslilt

On 15th May, 30 students from Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 were selected to visit City Hall in
Silvertown, home of the Mayor of London and the Greater London Authority (GLA).

To earn a place on the trip, students were challenged to write a persuasive letter to
the Mayor of London outlining improvements they would like to see within the London
Borough of Newham. The quality of thes
their local community and their understanding of civic responsibility.

Upon arrival at City Hall, students were welcomed by members of staff and took part
in an engaging educational session led by Anne, who oversees the school's induction
programme. During the session, students learned about the history of London's
government and the creation of the Greater London Authority in 2000. They explored
why the role of the Mayor of London was established and how it helps to coordinate
key services and decision-making across the capital.

Students were introduced to London's 32 boroughs and the City of London, learning
how these areas work together within the wider structure of London government. They
also gained an insight into the responsibilities of the Mayor, including overseeing
transport, housing, policing, environmental initiatives and economic development. The
session explored how the Mayor manages a multi-billion-pound budget and how
funding is allocated across different
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A highlight of the visit was the opport:
Question Time takes place. Students learned how elected Assembly Members hold the
Mayor to account and discovered that these sessions are open to the public, providing
an excellent example of democracy in action. They were also shown how schools and
members of the public can attend these sessions and engage directly with the political
process.

Following the educational activities, students enjoyed a return journey on the IFS Cloud
Cable Car, taking in spectacular views of Greenwich, the River Thames and the London
skyline. The cable car ride provided a memorable end to a fascinating day of learning
about leadership, democracy and the role young people can play in shaping their
communities.

The visit was an inspiring experience for all involved and encouraged students to think
critically about the future of London and their role as active citizens.
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The Guardian Head

In May, 30 Year 7 students went on a fascinating ¢tr
London headquarters to receive a powerful workshop on journalism, digital literacy
and spotting fake news.

The students learned about the daily running of the newspaper and the pressures and
excitement of the journalistic process. Most importantly, they were taught useful hacks
for spotting fake news, including double-checking sources, looking for discrepancies
and using fact-check websites. In groups, the students were given a series of click-
bait articles and tasked with doing deep-dive research to find out whether they were
true or false, before presenting their process back to the class.

The students absolutely loved the day i it was a reminder of the kinds of interesting
media careers available to them, but more importantly it helped them to stay safe and
informed online.Plusi every student was given a fr







Jack Petchey Succ

Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge i Regional Final Success

We are delighted to celebrate the outstanding achievement of Favour Nana in Year
10, who was awarded second place at the Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge
Newham Regional Final on 23 April 2026.

The Jack Petchey Speak Out Chal |l e nmaost
prestigious public speaking competitions for young people, with over 30,000 students
participating across London and Essex each year, including around 1,500 students
from schools across Newham.

Favour s jJjourney began i n airst60 Yehr,10 stutleats
to become our school finalist. She then took part in a second selection round involving
seven outstanding speakers and was chosen by staff and students to represent the
school at the Newham Regional Final.

Atthe regionalfinabFavour delivered her speech, ¥
and engaging reflection on life in Newham. Speaking with confidence, authenticity and
pride, she impressed the judges and audience, achieving an outstanding second-
place finish in the Newham Regional Final. This is a fantastic achievement in such a
highly competitive competition.

We are incredibly proud of Favour for representing our school with such confidence,
maturity and eloquence. Congratulations, Favour, on this wonderful success!

2" Place...

Favour 1oL3




PDW Day 5

Our fifth Personal Development and Well-being Day of the academic year took
place on Friday, 3" July 2026 and provided students with the opportunity to develop
the fundamental habits that allow them to be respectful, independent and successful
young people in an ever-changing world. Key themes explored include learning about
the harm misogynistic beliefs and attitudes can cause, why these beliefs are
inaccurate, how they spread, how to respond to it and how to report it.

In addition to this, students took part in a range of activities: the Year 7 and Year
8 Careers Fair, the Summer Inter-formCompeti t i on, O6Everyone A
screening of ORemember the Titansé and
safe over the summer holidays.

Year 7 and Year 8 took part in our Careers Fair programme, which consisted of two
sessions, one classroom based and one in the Upper Hall, during which students had
the opportunity to liaise with employers of the companies below:
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Year 7 then took part in a Summer inter-form sports competition organised by the Year
7 team.

Year 9took part in our own 6 Ev er yAocnt & sessions facilitated by our PE
department. Through a variety of sports and physical activities, students explored the
benefits of regular exercise.

Year 10 also watchedd Re me mb e r t hreleaskd ih 200G an inspiring and
heartwarmingf i | m t hat tells the captivating s
towards unity and overcoming racial tensions in Alexandria, Virginia. Based on true
events, this unforgettable movie showcases the remarkable efforts of head coach
Herman Boone (played by Denzel Washington) as he leads the team through a season
of challenges and discrimination. Themes explored include the importance of teamwork
and unity, overcoming adversity, breaking down racial barriers, the value of leadership
and self-confidence.
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In regards to Careers, Year 10 were provided with time to complete their work
experience digital journals using our careers-based software programme, Xello.
Xello aims to empower students to complete interactive career, personality, and learning
style assessments to help them better understand their unique interests, skills, and
strengths. Each engaging assessment encourages reflection, helping students connect
who they are with relevant career options.

Thank you for your continued supportin ensuring students make the most of
the opportunities available to them as part of our comprehensive personal
development and wellbeing programme.

xello




Bri ti1 sh Fi Il m | nst

This term, the MFL Department took two groups of Year 9 students to the British Film
Institute (BFI) in London, with one trip for French students and one for Spanish
students.

Around 30 students attended each visit and took part in a range of engaging activities
based on short films in their target language. The day encouraged students to develop
their cultural understanding and listening skills while experiencing authentic French
and Spanish cinema.

The highlight of each trip was the opportunity to watch a full-length film at the end of
the day. Students represented Langdon Academy brilliantly throughout the visits and
thoroughly enjoyed this exciting cultural experience beyond the classroom.




Spell i ng Bee
Langdon all abuzz for spelling bee

This summer term, we hosted a Key Stage 3 spelling bee which was a huge success.
Following the in-class heats, the eight strongest spellers from each year group bravely
stood in assembly and faced a tough head-to-head knockout competition to find the
best speller in the year.

The grand final followed, with six competitors delivering a stellar performance, spelling
aloud some of the most challenging words in the English language. Surrounded by
vibrant decorations, the audience was vocal and supportive, and the competitive
atmosphere was electric.

However, there could only be one winner, and Ashab, 8N2, swept his way to the win
effortlessly. He delivered an unequivocal display of excellence and was a gracious
winner. Congratulations to him and the other finalists, listed below.

Ashab (8N2) WINNER
Muhammad (9G1) RUNNER UP
Mmachukwu (8G1) Finalist

Kaif (9N2) Finalist
Rayyan (7N1) Finalist
Kaisan (7N2) Finalist







Geography Fi el d

We are delighted to share the success of our Year 10 Geography field trip to Walton-
on-the-Naze, which took place recently. This visit provided our students with an
invaluable opportunity to conduct essential GCSE fieldwork in a real-world coastal
environment, allowing them to apply their classroom learning directly to practical
investigation.

During the day, students examined a variety of coastal defence structures, including
sea walls and groynes, and systematically collected data to evaluate the effectiveness
of these coastal management techniques in reducing erosion and protecting the
coastline. The hands-on nature of this fieldwork is crucial to their GCSE studies, and
the experience they gained will significantly enhance their understanding of coastal
processes and management strategies.

What impressed me most was the exceptional conduct and enthusiasm demonstrated
by our students throughout the day. They worked with genuine commitment, showed
excellent teamwork, and engaged fully with the learning objectives. Their positive
attitude and behaviour were a true credit to Langdon Academy, and both staff and
members of the public commented on how well they represented our school.

The data collected during this trip will now be analysed in lessons, enabling students
to draw meaningful conclusions about the success of different coastal management
approaches. This field trip exemplifies the quality of experiential learning we strive to
provide, making it a truly educational and enjoyable experience for all involved.




Year 11 Prom

Year 11 Prom has always been one of the most significant occasions in our school
calendar, and this year's celebration was no exception. As | watched our Year 11
students arrive in their finest attire, | was struck by the bittersweet nature of the evening
- a moment that marks both an ending and a beginning.

For five years, these students have walked our corridors, sat in our classrooms, and
become part of the Langdon Academy family. They have faced challenges, celebrated
victories, and forged friendships that will undoubtedly last far beyond their time with
us. The prom provided the perfect opportunity to reflect on their remarkable journey
and the growth they have demonstrated, not just academically but as individuals.

What made the evening truly special was witnessing the genuine connections between
our students and the staff who have supported them throughout their time here. The
laughter, the photographs, the music, and the conversations shared created memories
that our Year 11s will treasure for years to come. It was a chance to celebrate their
achievements, express gratitude to our dedicated teachers, and acknowledge the
resilience they have shown.

As our Purple Ties of 2026 move forward into their next chapter, they carry with them
the values and experiences that define Langdon Academy. While there is undoubtedly
sadness as we say goodbye to this cohort, there is also genuine excitement for the
opportunities that lie ahead of them.

Although their paths may lead in different directions, a piece of Langdon Academy will
always remain with them. | will truly miss you all.

Mr Sheikh
Head of Learning (Year 11)




Purple Ties
Class of 2026



Code Cl ub

We would like to share an update about Code Club, a lunchtime activity that has
become a cornerstone of our commitment to developing digital literacy at Langdon
Academy.

For the past three years, Code Club has provided Year 7 and 8 students with an
exceptional opportunity to explore programming and digital technology in a fun,
creative, and supportive environment. Throughout the year, our young programmers
develop valuable coding and problem-solving skills by experimenting with a range of
platforms and languag e s . Studentsd progress from
Python to exploring the possibilities of Artificial Intelligence, programming with
Raspberry Pi micro: bits, and creating impressive 3D animations using Unity.

This year's highlight was undoubtedly the robot car project. Students worked
collaboratively to build and programme their own robot car using the Raspberry Pi
micro, bringing together everything they had learned throughout the year. Witnessing
their creations come to life as the cars successfully navigated challenges was truly
inspiring - a real testament to their creativity, perseverance, and teamwork.

Code Club continues to inspire our young programmers to think creatively, solve real-
world problems, and develop the digital skills that will be invaluable in their futures.
The enthusiasm and dedication demonstrated by our students is remarkable, and we
look forward to welcoming another cohort of enthusiastic coders next year. We are
excited to see what amazing projects they will create.




Bert ha Earth

This term saw the conclusion of our first Bertha Earth programme, with our Year 7
Bertha Earth Ambassadors finishing the year with a week-long residential at Jamie's
Farm.

The trip gave students the chance to swap classrooms and screens for fields, forests
and fresh air. During the week they helped care for animals, cooked meals together,
worked on conservation projects and spent time reflecting on the challenges and
successes of each day. For many, it was an opportunity to try something completely
new and to discover strengths they didn't know they had.

The residential built on everything the Ambassadors have been working towards this
year. From exploring biodiversity at Walthamstow Wetlands to designing and
presenting their own Project Planet Love initiatives, the programme has encouraged
students to think about the environment not as someone else's responsibility, but as
something they can actively help to protect.

What stood out most over the week was the way the students threw themselves into
every experience. Whether it was mucking out animal pens, trying unfamiliar food,
speaking in front of the group or simply supporting one another, they showed
resilience, kindness and a real willingness to step outside their comfort zones.

As this year's programme comes to an end, we couldn't be prouder of what our
Ambassadors have achieved. They have represented the school brilliantly throughout
the year and have shown that even small actions, when taken together, really can
make a difference. We hope the confidence, friendships and sense of responsibility
they have developed this year stay with them for a long time.
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A Year Il N Mu S I

What an incredible, fast-paced, and beautifully noisy year it has been in the Music
Department! It feels like only yesterday we were taking to the stage for our spectacular
Winter Concert in December, and now we find ourselves reflecting on another fantastic
year of music-making. From classroom lessons and instrumental lessons to rehearsals
and performances, it has been a year filled with creativity, commitment, and
unforgettable musical moments.

Our Year 7 students built strong musical foundations by learning the piano, reading
notation, and exploring the elements of music before developing their improvisation
skills through the Blues. They finished the year by stepping into the world of music
technology, using Charanga to create impressive rap beats.
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Year 8 enjoyed a varied musical journey, from energetic dijembe drumming and
performing Let It Be on the piano to using Logic Pro to produce a soundtrack for the
Planet Earth documentary. They rounded off the year by developing their guitar skills
through chords, strumming patterns, and well-known riffs.
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Building on these foundations, Year 9 further developed their piano skills through
reggae, mastering off-beat rhythms before learning to play Johann Pachelbel's Canon
in D and exploring its influence on modern music. They then showcased their creativity
through songwriting before concluding Key Stage 3 by exploring music from around
the world, celebrating three years of musical growth.

Our GCSE musicians have shown outstanding dedication throughout the year as they
progressed through different stages of their GCSE Music course. While Year 10
students began thinking more like musiciansd developing their analytical listening
skills, learning to appraise music in greater depth, and writing confidently about a wide
range of musical styles while refining their performance and composition workd Year
11 focused on bringing everything together, working tirelessly to prepare for their final
performances, compositions, and listening examination. We are incredibly proud of
everything they have achieved and wish our Year 11 students every success as they
embark on the next chapter of their musical journey.

Beyond the classroom, our musicians have been rehearsing diligently in preparation
for a range of events, including our Achievement Assemblies, Garden Party, and
Academy Awards. We cannot wait to perform for you in the sunshine at our Garden
Party and showcase the hard work and dedication of our talented musicians. Thank
you to all the students, parents, and staff for your continued support of our musical
journey this year. We wish everyone a wonderful, music-filled summer break!




Gol den HiI nQled &0OCgddérea
Theatre

Year 10 students had the opportunity to visit the Golden Hinde and the Old Operating
Theatre. This was an exciting experience for many of us, as we were able to explore
the Golden Hinde, which relates to the GCSE History Elizabethan topic we have been
studying this year. It is a replica of the Elizabethan ship sailed by Sir Francis Drake
during his circumnavigation of the globe. Additionally, the Old Operating Theatre gave
us a fascinating insight into what Victorian surgery was like. For example, we were
shown several medical practices and surgical procedures that were carried out in
hospitals during the 19th century.

Once we arrived at the Golden Hinde, we were given a tour of the various areas of the
ship, and our excellent tour guide explained the activities that would typically take
place in each area and the roles of the people on board. Students were also given the
opportunity to recreate the steps involved in preparing to launch a cannon during an
attack (like during the Spanish Armada), including cleaning, loading, and firing it.

Furthermore, a few students took part in one of the most important tasks before setting
sail: raising the anchor. This was demonstrated by operating a large pole located in
the lower deck of the ship. One of the most interesting facts we learnt was that raising
the anchor often took hours to complete, so sailors would sing sea shanties to
entertain themselves and keep in rhythm while working. The tour guide also explained
the sailors' decision-making when navigating at sea and discussed some of the
challenges Sir Francis Drake faced during his voyage.




After an enjoyable visit to the Golden Hinde, we made our way to the Old Operating
Theatre, which is located in the attic of the old church of St Thomas' Hospital. We
learnt about the different types of surgical procedures performed by surgeons and their
apprentices during the Victorian era. A key part of the session was developing an
understanding of the medical challenges people faced at the time, many of which
proved fatal. Students also watched one of their classmates act as a patient while the
lecturer explained what would typically happen during an operation. This helped
deepen our understanding of the pain and suffering many patients experienced during
this period.

Following this, we explored the museum outside the operating theatre, where we saw
apothecary displays, historical surgical instruments, equipment used to prepare
medicines, illustrations, and soaps from the period. Some students even created their
own herbal mixtures, linking to the theory of miasmad the belief that diseases were
spread by "bad smells." People often carried sweet-smelling herbs with them in the
hope of protecting themselves from these harmful vapours.

By the end of the day, students had developed a deeper understanding of medicine
during the Victorian era and gained a valuable insight into the experiences of both
patients and surgeons. The visit brought to life many of the topics studied in GCSE
History and was an engaging and memorable learning experience.




Nati onal Mar i1 ti me
The QueeHouse

Year 10 History students enjoyed an educational visit to the National Maritime
Museum and the Queen's House in Greenwich as part of their GCSE studies on
Elizabethan England. The trip provided an excellent opportunity to deepen our
understanding of Elizabeth I's reign, England's growing naval power, and the
achievements of some of the most significant figures of the Elizabethan era.

Our first stop was the National Maritime Museum, where we explored a range of
fascinating exhibitions about England's maritime history. Many of the displays focused
on the development of the Royal Navy, overseas exploration, trade, and the rivalry
between England and Spain during Elizabeth I's reign. We learnt about the importance
of naval strength in protecting England from invasion and securing valuable trade
routes. Artefacts, maps, models of ships, and interactive displays helped bring this
period of history to life.
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One of the highlights of the visit was learning more about famous Elizabethan
explorers and sailors, including Sir Francis Drake, Sir Walter Raleigh, and Sir John
Hawkins. We discovered how their voyages expanded England's influence across the
world and contributed to the country's growing wealth and power. The museum also
helped us understand the significance of the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588,
one of the greatest achievements of Elizabeth I's reign and a key topic in our GCSE
History course.

After exploring the museum, we visited the Queen's House, one of Greenwich's most
impressive historic buildings. Students were able to examine portraits of Elizabeth |
and discuss how she carefully controlled her public image to project authority,
strength, and stability.

Throughout the day, students asked thoughtful questions, took notes, and made links
between what they saw and the topics covered in class. Seeing historical artefacts
and portraits in person helped us appreciate the significance of Elizabethan England
in a way that textbooks alone cannot.




The Tempest

Following the success of our last year Summer Shakespeare festival, Langdon
Academyods Drama and English depart ment
TEMPEST. The Tempest is a play about magic, betrayal, and forgiveness. Prospero,
the rightful Duke of Milan, uses magical powers to create a violent storm. This
shipwrecks the men who stole his throne. Stranded on the island, the traitors are
taught a lesson before Prospero ultimately forgives them and regains his title.

A combination of Year 7 to 10 students are involved in this amazing production and
have been working tirelessly over the past 8 weeks to put on a performance. Not only
do we have an incredible array of performers, but we have students working backstage
on lighting, stage management and costume. Our Art department have also been
creating outstanding set to make our performance come to life. We are performing
twice, one as a reward show to students who have shown exemplary behaviour over
the year and one for our parents and carers to enjoy.




Our protagonist Prospero played by Aamanii n Year 9 states ql
performance as it has improved my confidence, as at the start | was doubting myself
with such a big role. Towards the end of the process, through the help of my teachers,

| was able to learn my lines and act well as Prosperoo
OQur Ferdinand played by Kashif i n Yec¢
performance so far because itds a gre

productive thing to do as it gave me something to focus on after school. It also has
improved my teamwork skills and confidence. | can use this experience next year for
when | apply to collages in Year 110

»

g




Year 10 ASDAN

We are delighted to share an inspiring initiative from our Year 10 ASDAN students.
Recently, they embarked on a hands-on planting project that has proven to be far more
than a simple science activity.

Each student planted their own seeds and has since taken full responsibility for
nurturing their plants through daily watering and careful observation. This practical
experience has brought learning to life, as students have discovered first-hand what
plants need to thrive - water, sunlight, and consistent care.

Beyond the scientific knowledge gained, this project has cultivated essential life skills.
Students have developed genuine responsibility and patience, learning that growth
requires dedication and attention. Through problem-solving and teamwork, they've
built independence and confidence in their abilities.

What makes this particularly special is how the students have embraced ownership of
their learning. They're not simply following instructions; they're actively engaged in
understanding cause and effect, celebrating progress, and troubleshooting
challenges. These are the practical skills that will serve them well far beyond the
classroom.

We are incredibly proud of their commitment and enthusiasm.
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Count On Us Mat hs

A team of talented Year 9 students from Langdon Academy recently represented the
school at the Count on Us Maths Challenge Finals, organised by the Jack Petchey
Foundation in partnership with SumBuddy. The competition brings together some of
the brightest young mathematicians from across London, testing their mental
arithmetic, problem-solving, teamwork, and mathematical reasoning through a series
of exciting challenges.

The Langdon team performed exceptionally well throughout the competition,
demonstrating determination, resilience, and excellent mathematical skills. After a
nail-biting finish, they secured an impressive 6th place out of 68 teams, a fantastic
achievement at the final stage of the competition.

We are incredibly proud of their achievement and congratulate them on representing
Langdon Academy with such distinction. Their success is a wonderful reflection of the
talent, commitment, and teamwork that exists within our school community.

Congratulations to Zachariah (9G3), Mohammed Yaafi (9L4), Haanshighaa (9N2),
Krishnan (9L4) and Selasi (9L4) on this fantastic achievement. They represented
Langdon Academy with distinction and should be proud of their success.

We are incredibly proud of the team and look forward to seeing their continued
success in mathematics and beyond.




Ec®&l ub

Eco-Club have had another busy year making Langdon Academy a greener place. We
secured the Nature Grant which meant that we could buy new planters and plants to
turn areas of the school from grey to green. They enjoyed filling them with plants
including many edible herbs such as mint and sage.

After working with Kathy and Hugo from Regenerous, who supported us planting, Eco-
Club were invited on a visit to Organiclea, an organic community farm in the Lea
Valley. At the farm we learnt about organic farming methods and the importance of a
growing a variety of species of plants and encouraging insects to aid with pollination.
The students were able to take part in some planting and counting of pollinators. We
even got to try some of the edible flowers that grow there. As a final treat, each student
was able to bring home a plant or two to either grow in their own gardens or plant back
at Langdon.




This week, students were asked to take part in a meeting and discussion as a part of
Newham Council 6s bid for funding to he
food and the climate. The Eco-Club students contributed thoughtfully to share their
opinions on the topics.

Finally, Eco-Club achieved new green flag status so watch the flagpole for a band new
flag in the autumn!







