
 

 
 

LANGDON LIFE  

                   THE NEWSLETTER FOR LANGDON ACADEMY SECONDARY - JULY 2024                          

 

May I start by expressing my deepest sympathy for the family and friends of the victims of the fire in Napier Road over 

the weekend. Our thoughts and prayers are with them and for those living in the community. If your child needs support, 

then please do not hesitate to contact the school.   

I would like to congratulate our students for their many achievements this year, including our Academy Awards winners 

ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊe 

so many; from sporting success, to musical and artistic achievements, our debating club and our mathematicians who 

have been very successful in competitions this year. This could not be achieved without the commitment and dedication 

of our staff, who provide opportunities for our students, so that they have experiences that they will remember for the 

rest of their lives.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {!¢ǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦƻǊ ¸ŜŀǊ с ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŀǘŜƴ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ 

above the national averages. The Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check are also significantly above the national average and 

these successes are testament to the rapid improvements that our primary phase has made during the past five years. 

Congratulations to the primary pupils and to the staff for these fantastic achievements. This is why we would urge parents 

to spread the word that Langdon has a primary phase and that it is now achieving outstanding outcomes across all key 

stages. Being a Langdon primary pupil also guarantees an automatic place in to our secondary phase without any 

secondary admissions application. We are hopeful that our Year 11 GCSE results will be as successful as our primary pupils 

ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŦƻǳƴŘations, of good attendance, good discipline, 

good teaching and our partnership with parents and carers.   

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ bŜǿƘŀƳΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ό{ŀŦŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 

Street), there will be vehicle restrictions around the school site from September, before and after school. The school will 

become part of a controlled zone where vehicles will not be permitted to enter during specific times of the day. Local 

residents who live within the controlled zone will not be affected by these changes. This will be monitored by CCTV and 

controlled by Newham Council and any breaches of the zone will result in fines being issued.  Can I also remind parents 

that the vehicle entrance to the school is not for parents, unless you have been issued with a vehicle pass.  

The rewards events have taken place in the past few weeks, with students taking part in activities in school and going to 

theme parks around Greater London. Year 11 and Year 6 had their respective proms last week, which was a fitting end, 

as they move on to pastures new.    

I would like to once again thank you, the parents and carers, for your continued support and partnership. We could not 

do it without the strong support that we get from the parent body and it is this partnership that will help Langdon become 

an even better school in the coming years.   

 

Best Wishes 

Jamie Brooks 

Principal  



 

 
 

Eco-Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students in Eco-Club had a great opportunity to further their understanding of ecosystems, 

ecology and our planet when they visited Forest Gate Community Gardens. During their visit, 

Stephen, the Head Gardener, spoke to them about the importance of biodiversity. This was 

evident in the garden where the students saw a wide variety of plants and insects. We hunted 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ŦƻȄŜǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǇƻǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ  

All the students took an old yoghurt pot or something similar to plant a small plant and take 

home with them. Some students took home a tomato plant and others chose a flowering plant. 

Eco-Club have also been very busy getting ready to apply for the new green flag award. Watch 

this space!  

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  



 

 
 

Art Matters 

 

 

Seven of our Year 9 students were asked (and paid) to deliver the architecture 

ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜǾƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀƭƭȅ .ŀǊǘƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨDǊŜŀǘ DŜǘ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΩ ŀǘ 

the Olympic Park on Saturday 15th June. The Art Matters Team who ran the event 

praised them for the professional and confident way they worked with the public. 

 

 



 

 
 

Architecture Workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the success of the Architecture workshop video our Year 9 students devised, 

the Art Matters Team ran a borough-wide Architecture challenge. This is where 

schools all over the borough watched the video made by our Langdon Students and 

responded by producing a piece of architecture linked to East London. The winners 

of the competition were presented with a prize from the Zaha Hadid Foundation at 

the opening of the Art Matters Exhibition at the University of East London.  

Our studentsΩ video was played on the big-screen with all the architectural pieces 

showcased and celebrated. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Year 7 Leaders 

West Ham Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 reading with Year 6 students 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Borough Show 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Langdon took part in the Arts Matters Borough Show held at the University of East 

London. Showcasing  a range of KS3 and GCSE Art, 3D and Photography Work.  

Also, a special mention to the work produced by Ms Ghodiwala and the students 

who attend the lunchtime Art club each week.  

Their 3D pieces lit up the space! A great accomplishment for all involved! 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Royal Academy Young Artist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From thousands of applicants, Hansaka 

7G1 ƘŀŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ Ψ{Ŝŀ [ƛŦŜΩ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ 

for the Royal Academy Young Artists 

Summer Show.  

The exhibition is on from the 16th July to 

11th August at the prestigious gallery in 

Piccadilly West London.  He has been 

invited to attend the Private view with 

his parents/family on the 13th July.  

 

 



 

 
 

 

Leaders Award 
 

 

 

Saranya 9G1 and Hafsa 9G2 won the Leaders 
Award Technology Competition ς ΨLŦ L ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 
ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΧΧΩ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ 
produce a design to solve a problem. This is a 
fantastic achievement as thousands of pupils 
submitted into the competition and went 
through 2 rounds of grading with engineers. 
 
Their achievements will be celebrated during 
an award ceremony at Kingston University. 
The highly commended pupils will be 
presented with a framed certificate and a 
badge by VIP guests and the winners will be 
presented with a trophy, certificate, and 
badge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Access Careers ð Trip to Barclays 

Bank 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 7th June, over one hundred students Year 10 students took part in a trip to Barclays head office at 
Canary Wharf as part of their careers education.  
 
The visit was designed to help equip them with the confidence they need to excel post education and to attract, 
nurture and support talented students by introducing them to the banking industry. 
 
The pupils worked in teams on various activities, which inclǳŘŜŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŀƴ ΨŜƭŜǾŀǘƻǊ ǇƛǘŎƘΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 
introducing yourself, getting across a key point or two, and making a connection with someone. It's called an 
elevator pitch because it takes roughly the amount of time you'd spend in an elevator with someone! 
 
The day culminated with be a tour of Level 30 of the tower where the students took in breathtaking panoramic 
views of London and the Home Counties. The 2016 Premier league trophy, won by Leicester City, was also on 
display as Barclays used to sponsor the competition. 
 
Langdon pupils enjoyed this valuable experience as can be seen from the quotes below: 
 
άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ .ŀǊŎƭŀȅǎέ 
 
άL ƭƻǾŜŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ олth floor and seeing tƘŜ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴέ 
 



 

 
 

GCSE Drama 
 

 

On Tuesday 21st May the Year 10 Drama GCSE group visited The Stratford Theatre 
Royal for an inside look at how a theatre show is staged.  
 
Students got hands on experience on how to light a show from the lighting 
technician and learnt how to add sound from the sound technician.  Students then 
got the opportunity to go backstage to learn about set design and costume. They 
even got a chance to go to the top of the stage to see the flytower.  
 
This was an amazing opportunity for students to learn about all the elements that 
go into making a show and this insight will surely help with their understanding and 
knowledge for their drama written exam in Year 11. 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

ôCount on Usõ Grand Final 
 

 

Langdon Academy is thrilled to announce the outstanding achievements of its students in the 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ Ϧ/ƻǳƴǘ ƻƴ ¦ǎϦ aŀǘƘǎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
impressive performance at the practice event in March, our dedicated young mathematicians 
participated in the regional heats on 2nd May and emerged victorious, qualifying for the 
prestigious grand final. 

The grand final took place in the iconic City Hall on 26th June, where Langdon Academy's team 
showcased their mathematical prowess against peers from across London. The event, part of a 
unique inter-school maths programme for Year 7, 8, and 9 students, aims to improve confidence 
and fluency in mathematics. Through engaging activities and friendly competition, students 
practice in school and compete in a series of mental arithmetic and problem-solving games. 

The Langdon Academy team, consisting of Akash (9N4), Adhil (9L2), Vithushan (9G1), Dashmiya 
(8L1), and Sumaiyah (8G1), demonstrated exceptional skill and teamwork under the guidance of 
Mr Sajdak and Ms Letchumanan. Their dedication and hard work paid off as they excelled in the 
regional heats and proudly represented the school in the grand final. 

The "Count on Us" Maths Challenge, organised by the Jack Petchey Foundation and the Mayor's 
Fund for London, has been instrumental in enhancing students' mathematical knowledge and 
fostering a love for the subject. Since its inception in 2014, the programme has helped over 
30,000 students improve their problem-solving skills and motivation in mathematics. Teachers 
have noted increased confidence, resilience, teamwork, and a more positive attitude towards 
maths among participants. 

For current Year 7 and 8 students interested in joining the challenge next year, Langdon Academy 
offers a platform to hone their skills. Ms Letchumanan and Mr Sajdak run a weekly maths club 
during lunchtime on Tuesdays in room MFB1. This supportive environment allows students to 
explore mathematical concepts, practice problem-solving techniques, and prepare for future 
competitions. 

The success of Langdon Academy's participants at the regional heats and their spirited 
performance at the grand final is a testament to their dedication and enthusiasm for 
mathematics. We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the team and look forward to seeing 
their continued success in future competitions.  

 



 

 
  

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Literacy ð Summer Review 

 

This term, much work was undertaken to secure our third school priority for the 

academic year: Raise standards of literacy across the school. 

Teachers in every department received training in the Herts for Learning fluency 

strategies which underpin our approach to reading across the curriculum. Teachers 

received an opportunity to understand and practise our core principles to engage 

our student readers: 

¶ Echo reading: teachers model expert prosody which students repeat to make 

them confident, performative readers. 

¶ Text tracking: students understand the importance of following texts closely 

with their eyes and fingers. 

¶ Pause and Point: students answer questions by pointing to the answers before 

speaking to secure their comprehension skills.  

¶ Word attack strategies: students have the skills and independence to infer the 

meanings of new words by reading around them or examining their etymology.  

As we conclude one academic year and look ahead to the next, we are excited to see 

how every subject can incorporate these skills and values into their curriculum to 

ensure reading is ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  

 

 



 

 
 

 

Our library has recently received an extensive new delivery of books ς these have 
ōŜŜƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜǎΣ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IǳƴƎŜǊ DŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ ²ŀƭƭƛŀƳǎΩ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ in multiple 
copies. This new selection also includes a diverse range of texts to challenge 
prejudices and promote tolerance and acceptance, through celebrating the myriad 
identities and cultures that make up our world. 

 

Langdon Academy students have been invited by the Newham Libraries service to 

volunteer over the summer. This is a fantastic career-boosting opportunity and 

chance to contribute thoughtfully to the local community. Students who are 

interested should consult the details below: 

 

 



 

 
 

Trip to Guardian Headquarters 

Year 7 Students Visit The Guardian Headquarters: A Journey into Journalism 

Our Year 7 students recently had a fantastic opportunity to visit The Guardian 
Headquarters as part of their career aspirations and participation in a news reporting 
competition. This unique experience allowed the students to step into the shoes of 
real journalists and explore the dynamic world of news reporting. 

During the trip, students were tasked with designing their front page and writing 
about a topic of their interest. Many chose to focus on the excitement surrounding 
this year's Euros, showcasing their enthusiasm and knowledge of current events. 

Ethan from 7G1 shared his thoughts on the experience, saying, "The best thing about 
the trip was that we could make the newspaper our own and show off our creative 
side." This was echoed by Idrees, also from 7G1, who said, "Today was exciting 
because we felt like we could actually control what was being said in the 
newspaper!" 

Joyce from 7L2 added, "It was a fun and new learning experience, I enjoyed 
designing the cover." 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Overall, the trip to The Guardian 
Headquarters provided our students 
with invaluable insights into the world 
of journalism, allowing them to express 
their creativity and explore potential 
career paths in media. This hands-on 
experience not only enhanced their 
understanding of news reporting but 
also inspired them to think critically 
about the role of the media in society. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Exploring Future Opportunities 

 

 

As part of our Personal, Wellbeing, and 
Development Day, our Year 9 students 
had the exciting opportunity to attend 
the Langdon Academy Careers Fair. 
This event was a gateway to exploring 
various industries and gaining insights 
into potential career paths. 

The fair featured a diverse range of 
industries, including the NHS, the Army, 
Optometry, Cybersecurity, Arts, and 
Law. Students eagerly engaged with 
representatives from these fields, 
showcasing their fantastic aspirations 
and enthusiasm for their favourite 
industries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Careers Fair provided a platform for students to interact with professionals, 

allowing them to ask questions and learn about the different pathways into each 

career. They also gained valuable information on the courses and qualifications 

needed to pursue their desired professions. 

 



 

 
 

BOSS Day 

 

Langdon Academy recently hosted a highly successful BOSS Day for approximately 
300 Year 10 students, aimed at equipping them with essential skills for their future 
careers. The event featured a series of workshops focused on key aspects of career 
preparation, including Making a Positive First Impression, Interview Skills, and 
Writing a CV. 

The workshops were designed to help students develop their interpersonal skills, 
communication abilities, and self-presentation techniques, all of which are crucial 
for success in the job market. They were led by volunteer professionals from a 
diverse range of career sectors, including technology, banking, and construction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

To further enhance the learning experience, Actorshop delivered a series of drama 
performances that contextualized the value of the skills taught within the 
workshops. These interactive performances allowed students to actively participate 
and influence the decisions of the characters, demonstrating how the skills learned 
can be applied in real-life scenarios, such as work experience. 

Student feedback was overwhelmingly positive. One student shared, "Learning skills 
and successfully passing the practice interview was really helpful." Another student 
added, "I enjoyed using my teamwork skills in the tower challenge." 

Overall, BOSS Day at Langdon Academy was a resounding success, providing Year 10 
students with invaluable skills and insights that will benefit them in their future 
careers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Maths Awards 
 

 

Sawal Khan Award 
 

Yaafi participated successfully in the 2024 Junior 
Maths Challenge. This is a prestigious international 
competition where 700,000 budding mathematicians 
compete by doing a series of problem solving tasks. 
Yaafi was one the outstanding students who obtained 
the Gold Award which is only awarded to a handful of 
students. He was then invited to participate in the 
finals and was the highest scoring student for 
Langdon Academy. The special Sawal Khan award is in 
ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¸ŀŀŦƛΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ in 
mathematics. Well done! 
 

 

 

UKMT Junior Maths Challenge 
 

A total of 139 Year 7 and 8 students participated in the 2024 UKMT Junior Maths 
Challenge. Only the top scoring students are given awards and the Langdon Students 
successfully managed to obtain a total of 99 awards; 11 Gold, 35 Silver and 53 Bronze. 
We had 6 students who were invited to the finals where they all scored highly. The 
practice and work was largely done after school and it is a real testament to the 
dedication of all the students.  

 
 



 

 
 

Langdon Sports 

 

 

The PE department has enjoyed being a part of many sporting fixtures, tournaments, events 

and trips this academic year. Well done everyone for taking part in these excellent enrichment 

activities. Of particular note, Langdon Academy have seen success in competitions in Football, 

Netball, Basketball, Cricket, Athletics, Table Tennis and even the opportunities adventure 

activities (OAA). Congratulations to everyone! 

Langdon Academy students attend many sporting events over the year, including ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 

Basketball Eurocup Semi-Final: London Lions vs Umana Reyer Venice at the Copper Box and 

²Ŝǎǘ IŀƳ Ǿǎ !ǊǎŜƴŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǳǇŜǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜ in addition to the pictures below.  

 

 
 

Langdon Academy students as Ball Assistants for West Ham United vs Fulham in the Premier 
League at the London Stadium. 



 

 
 

 

 
 
Mr Weymes with his Under-15s Langdon Academy Football Team in the Newham Cup Final. 

 

 
 
The Langdon Academy Under-15s Cricket team were sponsored by Kare Plus in a partnership 

with Epping Cricket Club. A team of only Langdon students was formed, with each player 

receiving valuable sports equipment to celebrate their talents. 

 
 


